
For research and creative 
activities, #Discover2025 
would increase the number 
of master’s degrees awarded 
by 25% and the number of 
doctoral degrees awarded from 
88 to 176, as well as increasing 
Create@AState participants 
from 44 to 66. The amount of 
research expenditures given out, 
currently $25.5 million, would 
be increased to $30.6 million.

To improve community 
engagement, Clarke would 
build on existing networks 
created by A-State’s Center 
for Community Engagement, 
adopt the APLU Innovation 
and Economic Prosperity 
framework, which recognizes 
talent, innovation and place. 

“(The APLU Innovation 
and Economic Prosperity) 
framework is all about 

recognizing the fact that a 
university is a unique ecosystem 
that stewards all three 
elements of talent, innovation 
and employees,” Clarke said. 

The final segment of the 
plan, which tackles campus 
culture and shared values, 
would “encourage open and 
honest communication,” 
encourage social interaction 
and volunteerism and 
embrace diversity.

Due to time constraints, 
Clarke only had time to 
answer two questions from the 
gathered faculty and staff, those 
being from Rebecca Oliver, 
director of the Honors College 
and Justin Castro, Ph.D., 
department chair of history.

Oliver asked Clarke 
what he thought the value 
was in an Honors program 

in higher education.
“(There are) certain students 

that are always going to be the 
students that need and deserve 
an enriched curriculum,” 
Clarke said. “There’s always a 
place for an Honors College.”

Due to Clarke’s background 
in science, Castro asked 
him what role humanities 
programs play in a college.

Clarke said humanities, 
business and science fields 
all work together and that 
having a broad set of skills in 
all three areas helps to make 
students more marketable.

“Every student in STEM or 
business, for example, needs to 
pass English, they need to be able 
to communicate. That’s what 
you guys do best,” Clarke said.

White plans to take existing 
research areas in which 
“A-State is already excelling” 
such as agriculture research, 
the Arkansas BioSciences 
Institute, A-State Student 
Payload Opportunity and the 
Delta Center for Economic 
Development and build 
partnerships with state and 
national grant agencies. 

White plans to increase the 
graduation rate from 53% to 
65%. He said in order to raise 
that figure, A-State must tackle 
that goal methodically. He 
added that most students stop 
attending school in between 
their third and fourth years.

“We know where the 
bottleneck is,” White said. “Let’s 
study it, let’s put some resources 
behind it, some student 
success initiatives behind it, 

because we’ve got to do better.”
White concluded by 

speaking about his views 
on leadership and diversity. 

“Don’t run around saying 
I’m lucky because I’m the 
Black provost. I should never 
hear you say that,” White 
said. “You better believe in 
the value of experiences.”

After White’s discussion, 
the floor was opened up 
to the faculty and staff in 
attendance for discussion.

Christine Wright, 
department chair of occupational 
therapy asked about the usage 
of racial and homophobic 
slurs on the anonymous social 
media app YikYak and how 
posts can negatively affect 
LGBTQ+ and students of color.

“We say we have a zero 
tolerance policy, which is 

dumb,” White said. “If we 
really don’t, then stop saying it.”

“Can you give us a little 
bit of a background, perhaps 
with regard to heritage studies, 
heritage retention, museums, 
playing a role in all of this with 
your background in African 
American history in the Delta?” 
said Michael Reinschmidt, 
director of the A-State museum.

White said the museum 
could serve as a tourist 
attraction and help change 
Jonesboro from a “town with 
a college to a college town.”

The full livestream can be 
viewed on the official A-State 
YouTube page. The provost 
selection committee will be 
meeting later this week to 
discuss the candidates, although 
a date has not been decided yet. 
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Arkansas State University’s 
Fowler Center will present 
singer/songwriter Kaia Kater 
(ky-uh kay-ter) in its concert 
series at 7:30 p.m. March 31.

Kaia draws on her 
diverse influences in 
Quebec, the Caribbean 
and Appalachia, bringing 
them together to present an 
exciting musical direction.

Known for her prowess as a 
songwriter and tradition bearer 
who performs with “the skill of a 
folk-circuit veteran” as noted by 
Rolling Stone, the Grenadian-
Canadian artist took a decidedly 
different direction with her 
third album “Grenades.”

What started as a search 
to discover the roots of her 
identity became a physical 
and emotional exploration 
of history, in particular her 
paternal ancestry, and has led to 
bold new heights of imagination 

and creative expression.  
“Kaia Kater’s music is 

authentic and mesmerizing,” 
said Dallas Martinez, Fowler 
Center director. “Fans of 
folk and bluegrass music will 
enjoy Kaia’s performance.”

She grew up between two 
worlds: her family’s deep ties to 
the Canadian folk music scene 
and the other the years she 
spent soaking up Appalachian 
music in West Virginia. Her 
father grew up in Grenada, 
fleeing to Canada in 1986 
as part of a youth speaker 
program, after the U.S. invasion.  

Starting her career early, 
Kater released her first EP “Old 
Soul” in 2013 when she was just 
out of high school. Since then, 
she has gone on to release two 
more albums, “Sorrow Bound” 
in 2015 and “Nine Pin” in 2016.

Her most recent album 
weaves between hard-hitting 
songs that touch on social 
issues like the Black Lives 
Matter movement and more 

personal narratives speaking to 
life and love in the digital age.

“Nine Pin” won a Canadian 
Folk Music Award, a Stingray 
Rising Star Award, and sent 
Kater on an 18-month touring 
journey from Ireland to Iowa, 
including stops at The Kennedy 
Center, Hillside Festival and 
London’s O2 Shepherd’s Bush.  

In 2021, Kater took part in 
the Slaight Music Residency 
at the Canadian Film 
Center and released a new 
single, “Parallels” in October.

She continues to write music 
for film, and is working on a full-
length album for release this year.

Kater suggests wearing 
masks during the performance. 
Fowler Center will have 
masks and hand sanitizer.

All seating is reserved.  
Individual tickets are $35 and 
$25 for adults, and $28 and $20 
for senior citizens, students, 
and A-State faculty and staff, 
and $15 and $10 for A-State 
students with a current ID. 

Group discounts are available 
for groups of 15 or more.

For more information, 
contact Fowler Center, 201 
Olympic Drive, at (870) 972-
3471. Tickets may be purchased 
at the Central Box Office 

in the First National Bank 
Arena, 217 Olympic Drive, or 
by calling (870) 972-ASU1 or 
toll-free (888) ASU-FANS. 
Tickets are also available 
online from the Central Box 
Office (AState.edu/Tickets).

This week’s crossword puzzle: Women’s History Month edition 

Fowler Center to present singer/songwriter Kaia Kater in 
concert on March 31

ACROSS 

2. A famous woman conductor of the Underground Railroad. 
3. Youngest individual to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. 
5. First Jewish woman to serve on the Supreme Court. 
6. Writer of “Ain’t I a Woman?”
7. Revered as a great poet by Plato, she is one of the first 
woman writers recorded. 

DOWN

1. Women who campaigned for women’s right to vote. 
3. She discovered radium and polonium. 
8. Civil rights activist, refused to give up her seat. 
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Singer/songwriter Kaia Kater will perform 
in the Fowler Center March 31, at 7:30 p.m. 
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Book Drive is Thursday

Be aware of continuing 
construction around 
Arkansas Hall

Dining Services survey 
online

The Young Democrats of 
Arkansas State University will 
hold a book drive in support 
of the Craighead County 
Library on March 9, from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. on the first floor 
of the Reng Student Union. The 
drive will collect donations of 
gently used books, magazines, 
and audio-visual materials.

Facilities Management 
continues to have equipment 
and workers completing exterior 
work at Arkansas Hall. For 
questions, contact Facilities 
Management at 972-2066.

The Dining Services customer 
satisfaction survey is online until 
March 10. Complete the survey 
and enter to win a 50” television. 
Each participant will receive 
a voucher for a free ice cream 
cone from the Sweet Shoppe.
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