
Student Government 
Association presidential 
election season is in full 
swing on the Arkansas State 
University campus, allowing 
students to vote for the 
changes they wish to see in 
the campus and community. 

Presidential debates took 
place on Monday in Centennial 
Hall following a meet the 
candidates event, allowing 
students to talk to the different 
candidates and question 
them about their platforms. 

Ticket one at the debate 
included Catherine Hernandez, 
a junior psychology major 
from Jonesboro, as president 
and Kennedy Combs, a 
business marketing major from 
Fayetteville, as vice president. 

“This community, this 

campus has made me the 
student, the friend and leader I 
am today. My duty, if I am elected 
to serve as SGA president, 
will be to push A-State to be 
a campus that students can be 
proud of and future students 
will look forward to being a 
Red Wolf,” Hernandez said. 

Hernandez has been a part 
of SGA since her first year at 
A-State. Some of the main 
areas for the Hernandez/Combs 
campaign include mental 
health awareness, improved 
food options, enhancing game 
day atmosphere, upgrading 
campus transportation 
and accommodations for 
international students. 

Combs has been in 
SGA for three years as well 
as being a cheerleader, a 
member of Chi Omega and 
an A-State Diamond Doll. 

“I decided to run with 

Catherine because we have 
always been really close. This 
year we were on staff together 
and we just mesh really well. So 
like I’m her wingwoman and 
she’s mine. There’s never a time 
we aren’t in sync,” Combs said. 

Ticket two includes 
Caleb Thomas, a junior 
interdisciplinary studies 
legal psychology major 
from McGehee, Arkansas, 
as president and Micayla 
McGowen, a sophomore 
marketing major from East 
End, Arkansas, as vice president. 

“I chose to run because I 
really wanted to give students 
the opportunity to see someone 
who ran with a good initiative 
in mind. This isn’t about me this 
isn’t for me or the people I’m 
running alongside this is about 
the campus and community 
around me,” Thomas said. 

The Thomas / McGowen 

team represents five different 
Greek organizations on 
campus. The team wants to 
promote Greek unity and 
promote student involvement. 

“I decided to run with 
Caleb because it is pretty 
evident the impact he has had 
on campus. When he stepped 
on campus he made an impact 
in every single organization 
he had the opportunity to be 
in. He is also a collaborative 
person which I value.”

Both tickets address food 
option concerns on campus. 
Thomas is a member of the 
Student Culinary Council.

“I know a lot of what can and 
can’t be done with food options 
as a whole. The only thing on my 
platform that would be new is 
Flex on the weekend. I have been 
working since the past two years 
on vegan and vegetarian options 
through Sodexo through the 

culinary council,” Thomas said. 
Thomas wants to bring a 

garden to campus, provide 
better vegan or vegetarian 
options and expand flex to the 
weekends. Hernandez wants 
to bring new restraints to 
campus, better the options on 
the weekend and collaborate 
with restaurants around 
campus to accept Flex dollars. 

“That’s just our primary 
initiative, however we have 
many others we are dedicated to. 
The main one is transportation 
on campus. We want to bring 
better transportation for 
international students and 
students in general. I feel 
like many times students are 
brought here and dropped here. 
We also want to focus on mental 
health on campus and increase 
A-State pride,” Hernandez 
said. “I don’t want to just focus 
on one thing, I want to hit 

little areas and attack them all.” 
The Thomas / McGowen 

campaign main areas of their 
campaign include major cost 
layout, a community garden, a 
unity park revamp, community 
collaboration and unified Greek 
life programs, an increase of 
recycling printers and dietary 
dining options on campus.  

Election voting officially 
opens at 9 a.m. Wednesday 
until 9 a.m. the following day, 
students will be able to vote 
on president/vice president 
tickets as well as senators 
and special interest groups. 

Results of the election will be 
announced on Thursday at noon 
in Center Court on the first floor 
of the Reng Student Union.
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From left to right: Corey Rucker (parliamentarian), Parker St. Pierre (public relations), 
Anthony Kusema (cultural diversity director), Catherine Hernandez (president), Kennedy 
Combs (vice president), Colten Sedman (chief of staff) and Jordan Smith (secretary).

PHOTO COURTESY OF @THOMASMCGOWEN2023
From left to right: Landon Valdez (parliamentarian), Micayla McGowen (vice president), Amber 
Yates (cultural diversity director), Elizabeth England (secretary), Rachel Mooneyham (chief of 
staff), Caleb Thomas (president) and Trin Reppenhagen (public relations).

 Catherine Hernandez & Kennedy Combs  Caleb Thomas & Micayla McGowen

Get to know their platform: 
Mental Health: 

• Interactive events related to mental health, create a student-led mental health awareness 
group and implement professor-recognized mental health day. 

Food Options: 
• Bring new restaurants to campus, better food options on the weekend and collaborate with 

restaurants around campus to accept Flex dollars like the Edge Cafe, the Yard and Subway. 

Game Day Atmosphere: 
• Provide game day shuttle bus transportation and have better music inside the stadium.

Upgrade Campus Transportation: 
• Completion of running and bike trails as well as adding scooter stations around campus. 
• Collaboration with JET for better off-campus.

Accommodations for International Students: 
• Educate on how to apply for scholarships and loans and provide accommodations for 

those with language barriers. 

Get to know the two teams running to represent A-State students

Get to know their Platform:
Academics: 

• Cost transparency while picking out a major by providing formal layout costs by 
semester of supplies, reading materials etc. 

Bringing New Things to A-State: 
• Bring a community garden to A-State as an opportunity to learn and make fresh 

produce accessible to A-State. 
• Add additional flags to represent active organizations on campus with additional 

lighting at Unity Park. 

Student Involvement: 
• Collaboration from a variety of student organizations to learn and work with each other. 
• Encourage Greek organizations to work together and inspire philanthropic endeavors 

and campus involvement. 

Improvements to campus: 
• Increase recycling by adding more bins around campus, add additional printers in high 

traffic areas, additional vegan and vegetarian options and Flex on weekends in dining. 

For live updates 
of the election visit  

astatetheherald.com 

“Here for Change” “Intentional always. Character Driven.”
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