
The Grand Slam Banquet 
was held for the Arkansas State 
baseball team with special 
guest Patrick Renna who 
played Ham Porter, the pitcher 
in the movie “The Sandlot.”

Renna is known for his 
famous line “You are killing me 
Smalls!” He is well-known in 
the baseball community and was 
able to come out and explain his 
upbringing from the acting stage. 

“I moved out to Los Angeles to 
be an actor. My first audition was 
for the movie “The Sandlot” when 
I was 13. It was a crazy beginning. 
It is definitely not the normal 
experience to land such a big 
role at a young age,” Renna said.

Renna was one of two in 
the young cast of the movie 
with baseball experience. The 
other being Michael Vitar 
who played Benjamin Franklin 
“Benny the Jet” Rodriguez. 

“I would say Michael and I 
were the two best on the team. I 
will stand by that. Our pitcher was 
pretty darn good too,” Renna said. 

Head Coach Tommy Raffo 
was pleased to have such an 
amazing baseball icon like Renna 
come to Jonesboro to speak to 
his players and their families. 

“We appreciate you showing 
up, Patrick. It means a lot to 
the players and I,” Raffo said. 

The event also had a live 
auction with glamorous items. 
One of the items was an 
autographed Stan Musial jersey, 
an autographed Stan Musial 
baseball bat and an autographed 
Stan Musial Hall of Fame 
baseball. Musial was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 1969 and 
played for the St. Louis Cardinals. 

Two dinners were in the 
auction as a dinner for two with 
St. Louis Cardinals All-Time 
Saves Leader and Hall of Famer 
Jason Isringhausen and a dinner 
for two with Isringhausen and 
Head Coach Tommy Raffo. 

Those that were interested 
in duck hunting could bid on a 
Flooded Green Timber Duck 
Hunts hunting trip for two at 
Conrad Club in Fisher, Arkansas. 

The event held a personal 
record turnout of over 700 
people. Baseball season is right 
around the corner as fans hope 
for a better season than last year. 

The Red Wolves baseball team 
went 11-38 overall and 5-24 in Sun 
Belt Conference play. Their season 
ended with a bad taste in their 
mouths with six straight losses. 

First baseman Jared Toler 
was one of the highlights of the 
team last year with a .294 batting 
average and 10 homeruns as a 
sophomore. He looks to improve 
those numbers this year as a junior. 

Raffo is looking ahead to this 
season as they play their first game 

on Friday at 6 p.m. at home against 
Arkansas Pine-Bluff. A-State has 
a record 35 home games this year. 

“The fans deserve to see 
the team play 35 home games. 
Playing in-state schools is also 
huge for us. We are playing eight 
teams that played in the NCAA 

regionals last year. We play six 
teams that are in the top-25. It 
is a great schedule and we cannot 
wait to go after it,” Raffo said.

If the Red Wolves can produce 
wins on the field, the stands will 
be filled every home game just 
like the Grand Slam Banquet was.
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Patrick Renna, known as Ham Porter in the movie “The Sandlot”, speaking at the Grand Slam Banquet.
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From left to right: strategic communications 
major Haley Cunningham, radiology major 
Christina Schwartz, nursing major Jenna 
Rhodes, nursing major Emma Schlitz, nursing 
major Madison Stover and health sciences 
major Jaden Cato.

With baseball season right around 
the corner, the Arkansas State Diamond 
Dolls begin preparing for their season. 

The Arkansas State Diamond Dolls is 
a student organization of women meant to 
support the A-State baseball team. According to 
A-State’s website, the dolls seek to “promote a 
closer relationship between the A-State baseball 
program, students, faculty, alumni and fans”. 

These girls are chosen through an application 
and interview process. Once on the team, they start 
working the games by supporting the players and 
making sure the team has their supplies ready. They 
also work events like the Grand Slam banquet. 

Individually, each girl has a diamond, 
a player on the team, that they help. One 
example is making gift baskets for the 
players with things like drinks and snacks. 

Emma Schlitz, a first-year nursing 
major from Benton, Arkansas, is a 
first-year Diamond Doll this season. 

“I’m just looking forward to the 
whole experience,” Schlitz said.
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The Grand Slam Banquet set a record attendance of over 700 people.

The Diamond Dolls 
prepare for baseball 

season
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Arkansas State needs to 
change its choice of head coach 
in the athletic department, more 
specifically in football and basketball. 
It has been a while since the fans 
saw A-State win the Sun Belt 
Conference in either of these sports. 

In football, the last time it was won 
was in 2016, when Blake Anderson 
was head coach. There were 11 
teams in the conference at that time. 
There are 14 teams now. A-State, 
Appalachian State, Georgia Southern, 
Troy, South Alabama, Louisiana-

Lafeyette, Texas State and ULM 
are the only teams still in the Sun 
Belt Conference from 2016-present. 

That year A-State finished 
8-5 overall and 7-1 in conference 
play. They also played in the Cure 
Bowl which is their most recent 
bowl game. 2016 was the last 
year they had a winning season. 

The team this year finished 3-9 
overall and 1-7 in conference play. 
Furthermore, the year prior, the 
current head coach Butch Jones’ first 
season at Arkansas State finished 
2-10 and 1-7 in the conference. 

Now heading into this next season, 
the town is questioning what is in it 

for Butch Jones. He has not secured a 
winning season and only has three total 
conference wins in his first two years. 

His recruiting class this year is 
ranked first in the SBC by 247Sports. 
He is recruiting the right players, 
but needs to polish them into 
good enough players to compete. 

Heading into the third year 
of Jones’ head coaching tenure at 
A-State, this could be his last year as 
fans keep growing more concerned 
about the state of the football program. 

Basketball has been more 
successful than football in recent years, 
but not by much. Since the 2017-
18 season, the team has had Head 

Coach Mike Balado. His teams have 
been around average to below average 
throughout his time at Arkansas 
State. Balado’s best season record was 
last year, where the team went 18-11.

Balado has had stars to compete 
with like Desi Sills, Caleb Fields 
and Terrance Ford Jr.. Fields 
and Ford Jr. are current players. 

Overall, both sports have 
struggled or been average at best. 
For many students, alums, staff and 
administrators, this is a different 
look they wanted to see from the 
athletic department. A thriving, 
cultured and well-recognized 
program needs to be represented. 

Change of scenery COLUMN BY WILLIAM DRAPER
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

PHOTO COURTESY OF A-STATE ATHLETICS

Dedicated fans at a football game.

Bowling team finishes 
second at Sunshine State 

Classic
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Junior Emma Stull earned All-Tournament  Team 
Honors, downing 1,420 pins in six matches.


