
Arkansas State University 
continues a national search 
to look for a provost. Len 
Frey, Ph.D., is currently 
interim provost after being 
appointed by University 
Chancellor Todd Shields in 
January. Frey will continue to 
serve in the position until a 
permanent provost is appointed. 

The following list are 
applicants and their highest 
degree and present employment. 

Usman Adamu
Highest Degree: Ph.D., 

agricultural and extension 
education, Michigan 
State University, 1997

Present Employment: 
Founding Dean and Director 
of School of Agriculture 
University of the Virgin Islands 

Mohammad S. Alam
Highest Degree: Ph.D., 

electrical engineering, 
University of Dayton, 1992

Present Employment: Texas 
A&M Professor Department 
of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science 

Marius Boboc 
Highest Degree: 

Ed.D., curriculum and 
instruction, University 

of Northern Iowa, 2002 
Present Employment: 

Cleveland State 
University Professor

Simon J. Bronner 
Highest Degree: Ph.D., 

American studies and folklore, 
Indiana University, 1981

Present Employment: Dean 
of College of General Studies 

Mark Samuel Fancis Clarke 
Highest Degree: Ph.D., 

cell biology and biochemistry
Present Employment: Faculty 

Development and Faculty 
Affairs, Office of the Provost. 

Sherif Elfayoumy 
Highest Degree: Ph.D., 

computer science and 
engineering, University 
of Louisville, 2000

Present Employment: 
Director and Professor 
of School of Computing 

University of North Florida
Farshad Fotouhi 
Highest Degree: 

Ph.D., computer science, 
Michigan State University,  

Present Employment: 
Dean Emeritus and Professor 
of Department of Computer 
Science at Wayne State University 
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International Program hosts welcome party to 

celebrate beginning of spring semester
The International Program 

hosted the International 
Student Welcome Party on 
Feb. 9. It is a biannual tradition 
held at the end of the first 
month of the fall and spring 
semesters to celebrate the first 
month of classes, make new 
friends, get to know people 
from different countries and 
welcome students into campus.

This was Abigail Speights, 
assistant director of campus 
experience, first time 
organizing the welcome party 
with the help of the four 
international ambassadors. 

“I had an incredible 
college experience,” Speights 
said. “I’m super passionate 
about giving everybody that 
same chance. I cannot stress 
enough how important it is 
to make connections with 
the people that you attend 
the same university, as that’s 
what really makes or breaks a 
person’s experience is feeling 
welcomed and like they belong.”  

One hundred and thirty 

new international students 
came in for orientation at the 
beginning of this semester. For 
most of them this is their first 
time being in the United States. 
Maithy Quach, a sophomore 
from Vietnam, said she has 
enjoyed her time in the U.S. 

“When I was young, I always 
wanted to study abroad in the 
U.S.,” Quach said. “When I came 
here it was a dream come true. 
There were a lot of changes. My 
English has improved a lot, I’ve 
met a lot of people and drawn 
from different cultures studying 
in an environment with caring 
and professional teachers.”  

A-State is home to students 
from over 60 countries. Speights 
said international students tend 
to group together based on the 
country they are from, but they 
also make friends with other 
international students at events 
geared specifically toward them.  

This is another reason for 
the welcome party: to bridge 
the gap between international 
students and domestic students. 
Domestic students have always 
been welcomed at the party, 

but this is the first time they’ve 
ever been specifically invited. 

The party also used music 
to bring people together.

“In China we don’t dance,” 
said Yixing Wang, a student 
ambassador from China. 
“That’s my favorite. That’s one 
of the few fun things I have 
in my life these days. When 
I met Mexican students and 
African students, I realized I 
really liked to dance to their 
music. I feel very connected.” 

The international 
ambassadors created a playlist 
of top hits from all over the 
world to provide comfort 
to students and for a broad 
range of music to be played. 

The party also included a 
nacho bar full of options as a way 
to suit everyone’s dietary needs 
and restrictions. There were 
also sweets and refreshments 
such as lemonade and water.  

A favorite among 
international students were 
the games played. Jovia 
Bulyaba, the international 
ambassador of Uganda and 
engineering major, oversaw the 

organizing of the three games. 
There was cornhole for 

students to play at any time 
during the party, a cup game 
she found on social media 
that is akin to musical chairs 
and Simon Says, as well as a 
mini homemade shuffleboard. 

The prizes for the winners 
of the games received an 
international candy selected by 
the student ambassadors. At 
past international events they 
have played a giant game of 
musical chairs, but for this event 
they kept the games smaller, as 

the goal of the welcome party 
was for students to make friends.  

“I think it went well,” 
Speights said. “I am very 
proud of the turnout especially 
considering we had to 
reschedule because of the ice.” 

Feb. 10 | 12: 57 a.m.
Officers of the Arkansas 

State University Police 
Department were dispatched to 
a call of a possible sexual assault 
that had already occurred. Upon 
arrival, officers made contact 
with victim one, who stated 
she had been sexually assaulted 
by a known acquaintance. 

Victim one said in the early 
morning hours of Feb. 10, she 
was hanging out with three 
other friends and that she had 
been drinking. She added that 
she was heavily intoxicated.

Victim one said she went to 
her room to change and that 
arrestee one followed her into the 
room. Victim one said she told 
arrestee one to go back outside 
so she could change her clothes. 

Victim one said arrestee 
one began kissing her and 
she told him “no, I can’t do 
this, you have to go out there 
so I can change.” She stated 
arrestee one then locked the 
door and took her clothes off. 

Victim one told arrestee one 
“I can’t do this, you are going 

to get me in trouble, you have 
to leave,” repeatedly. Arrestee 
one then performed oral sex 
on victim one and then had 
sexual intercourse with her. 

In a recorded Mirandized 
interview, arrestee one admitted 
to performing oral sex on 
victim one as well as having 
sexual intercourse with her. 
He admitted that victim one 
told him “no” while he was 
kissing her, but that she kept 
holding onto his shirt while 
doing so. He also said he was 
aware she was intoxicated. 

Feb. 7 | 2:01 p.m.
Officer Chase Barnett and 

other officers went to 2720 
A St. to look for suspect one 
who was issued a persona non 
grata, which bans a person 
from entering Arkansas State 
University. Suspect one was seen 
on camera unlawfully entering 
a room but never exiting. 

Upon arrival Barnett and 
other officers coordinated 
with dispatch to locate the last 
area suspect one was seen on 
camera. A search of the area 
led them to Suite 203 where 
they found suspect one standing 
with his back against the wall 

which appeared to be in an 
attempt to hide from officers.

Feb. 7 | 1:49 p.m.
Officer Chase Barnett 

responded to 113 Dean St. 
for a parking lot collision. 
Upon arrival Barnett made 
contact with both drivers. 

When asked what occurred, 
victim two said he was driving in 
the parking lot and nosed into a 
spot on the east side of the lot to 
then back into a parking spot on 
the west side of the lot. At that 
time, victim one was driving 
behind him and they collided.

Victim one stated that he 
was driving his vehicle in the 
lot and victim two had pulled 
into a parking spot. Victim one 
continued on in the lot and 
victim one backed into him.

After reviewing camera 
footage of the incident, it 
appears that victim two had 
pulled almost completely into a 
parking spot on the east side of 
the parking lot and victim two 
was continuing on in the driving 
lane before victim two began to 
back up and impacted the driver 
side door of victim one’s car. 
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Above: Elizabeth England, (left) Bekah Hickman (center) and Madeleine Volner (right) sell 
“Howlentines” for Volunteer A-State.
Below: Sarah Hooker (left), Faith Banks (center) and Kayla Morris (right) sell sweet treats for the 
Psychology Club. 
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Students enjoying nachos at the welcome party. 
Photo by Shailey Wooldridge | Staff Writer


