
As someone who grew up in an 
immigrant household in the United 
States, I had dual experiences. Learning 
histories and personal anecdotes of my 
family’s culture and heritage, embracing 
and expressing the “Mexico pride” 
and all that good stuff, but I also had 
privileges that one would receive as 
being an “American.” 

I am the first in my family to be 
an American citizen and I am what is 
gratefully considered to be Mexican-
American. Growing up in America 
there is this already existent identity 
crisis, but being so young and living life 
through these rose-colored lenses, you 

don’t realize these identity issues in your 
youth until you do.

I remember when I was a 
sophomore in high school. My school 
had the students fill out these sorts of 
applications for preparing students who 
were in Advanced Placement courses 
(AP) to prepare for the end of the year 
AP exams. When filling out the form, 
going beyond the easy writing of your 
name, last name, date of birth, etc., the 
race question appears. 

I’ve had this appear in other forms 
before, like anything to do with helping 
my parents and their documentation or 
even just medical forms, but as I said 
before, you don’t realize things and their 
impact until you do. I was just 15 when 
it hit me; the options on the form did 
not fit me. 

Let’s put it simply. The race category 
has these options: White, Black/
African American, Asian/Pacific 
Islander, Native American/Indigenous 
and sometimes they’ll have an “other” or 
multiracial option. The U.S. census has 
the same previous categories with the 
extension of an ethnicity section, where 
the options are “Hispanic or Latino” or 
“not Hispanic or Latino.”

I won’t dwell into Latin American 
history and why this category is difficult 
to answer, but just be aware that the 

choices do not adequately represent 
our ancestry. So where is this going and 
what is the issue?

Before, the race category had in 
some way forced multi-ethnic groups 
into choosing one identifying box 
to represent their being by a quick 
check into a race option that was only 
representing half of them. This is not 
just affecting “Latinos” or “Hispanics” 
but other ethnic groups that were in 
similar positions as myself and countless 
others.

Recently, in mid-January 2023, the 
Biden administration announced a 
proposal. A change in the 2030 census 
and federal government surveys that 
affects how Latinos, Middle Eastern 
and North African descents will be 
represented. 

Adding a new check box and 
combining the race and ethnicity 
category, their proposed census form 
appears to have options for the reviewer 
to check as well as a blank space to write 
in just in case the desired option isn’t 
apparent. 

There was also this confusion 
whenever this statement was made 
public in which people online got upset 
and misunderstood what the appeal 
proposed by the Biden Administration 
actually was. 

The misunderstanding came from 
this hypothetical change that would 
add “Hispanic/Latino” into the race 
category rather than the actuality of 
Biden’s proposal of combining the race/
ethnicity categories into one as well as 
expanding the various ethnic groups.

“Latino” or “Hispanic” has not ever 
been a race nor will it ever be. It’s an 
ethnicity. The prior census invalidated 
and forced a choice that divided or 
halved an identity. 

Any race can be Latino or Hispanic. 
So with this proposal, a lot can change 
for the better on how people can identify 
themselves without the urgency of not 
knowing or being able to select what 
properly represents them. A definite 
long-time-coming moment. 

Quite a few United States officials 
are hoping to take action against 
TikTok. With some U.S. senators 
voicing opinions to ban it and others 
even writing directly to Google and 
Apple to remove it from their respective 
app stores.

Why all the concern? Many worry 
that ByteDance, the Chinese company 
that owns TikTok, will be forced by 
the Chinese government to hand over 
sensitive data collected on TikTok’s 
users.  

Further, the potential for the 
government to regulate the app’s 
content and spread misinformation is a 

very real and dangerous possibility that 
the FBI and cybersecurity experts have 
warned against.

On March 23, TikTok CEO, Shou 
Zi Chew, will appear before the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee to 
testify about the app’s data collection 
and privacy policies. He plans to dispel 
any doubts about the app’s operation.

All this considered, should you be 
concerned about your data potentially 
going to the Chinese government? The 
answer is no, probably not (at least not 
through TikTok) and here’s why.

Although China can easily call 
upon TikTok to share its data on 
American users, it has yet to do so. If 
they truly wanted to, they would have 
undoubtedly done so already, yet there 
is no evidence that any kind of spying 
or content moderation that threatens 
national security has occurred.

Unfortunately, however, China could 
still easily buy your information through 
data brokers. TikTok is not its only tool.

The misinformation and content 
moderation are arguably even bigger 
concerns. The potential for damage 
that this can cause is too significant 
to ignore, especially considering the 
amount of impressionable children and 
teenagers who use the app.

Ultimately, it is up to us to arm 

our nation’s people with the tools and 
education to fight against propaganda 
and disinformation from China. 
However, I don’t believe that it will be 
much of a problem in the first place.

Why? Well, there is the 
aforementioned fact that there’s no 
evidence of national security breaches, 
but that’s not the main reason there’s 
nothing to worry about. After all, the 
hearing in March could find evidence 
to the contrary. The main reason not 
to worry is TikTok’s plan for the U.S.: 
Project Texas.

The project would introduce a new 
subsidiary to TikTok known as TikTok 
U.S. Data Security Inc. (USDS). USDS 
would essentially handle concerns of 
national security such as data collection 
and content manipulation.

Data would be moderated by Oracle 
Cloud, an American company that 
TikTok claims it already stores its 
U.S. data in. On top of this, instead of 
reporting to ByteDance, the subsidiary 
would report to the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the U.S. 
(CFIUS).

CFIUS has also carefully vetted 
which data is allowed to leave the U.S. 
in order to allow the app to continue to 
operate globally. TikTok’s source code 
will also be vetted for any potential 

security risks. 
Finally, all employees must be a 

U.S. citizen or hold a green card and 
are still subject to potential review 
and background checks by the U.S. 
government. No potentially dangerous 
people will be able to slip under the 
radar.

In short, TikTok is nothing to worry 
about. Their plans for national security 
and the lack of any past breaches show 
that. 

If however, the hearing in March 
shows evidence that suggests otherwise, 
then the app should absolutely be 
banned until Project Texas is in place or 
TikTok divests ownership to a country 
other than China. 
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Biden’s proposal for census forms is a welcomed change
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We asked students if 
TikTok should be banned 

in the U.S.

Out of 42 responses:
No, don’t ban TikTok -- 31

Yes, ban it -- 11

TikTok is nothing to be worried about
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