
The A-State Young 
Democrats host a book drive 
to support the Craighead 
County Public Library in the 
Carl R. Reng Student Union. 

The Friends of the Library 
(FOL), a volunteer group 
that supports the library, 
sells books at the Craighead 
County Public Library to 
raise funds for programming 
and materials. The A-State 
Young Democrats collected 
books from students at a table 
in the Reng Student Union to 
donate to the FOL Bookshop. 

Christina Smith, a 
sophomore history and 
communications major from 
Cabot and vice president of 
the A-State Young Democrats, 
said, “All of these books that are 
donated get put into the Friends 
of the Library bookstore and all 
the books that they sell there, 
all of those funds go straight 
to the library to make sure that 
they are still up and running.”

A vote in the 2022 midterm 
elections determined the 

Craighead County Public 
Library’s budget would 
be reduced; this measure 
cut the previous budget in 
half. This vote sparked the 
idea for the book drive. 

Stephanie Sweeney, 
manager of youth services at 
the Craighead County Public 
Library, said, “Luckily, since 

we are forward funded, this 
year we’ve cut the budget 
somewhat, so we have a cushion 
for the next year. It’s next 
year that we will really feel 
the bulk of the budget cuts.”

Sweeney said the Friends 
of the Library helped provide 
furniture, display cases and 
other  materials for the 

library. She said youth services 
depend on the funds from 
the Friends of the Library for 
programs, such as a future book 
signing with Thanhhà Lai. 

The FOL Bookshop, 
located inside the Craighead 
County Public Library, sells 
magazines and audiovisual 
materials, as well as books. The 

Bookshop raises an average 
of about $1,000 monthly. 

Though not many people 
stopped by the table to donate, 
the Young Democrats received 
over 100 books to donate to the 
Friends of the Library Bookshop. 

“I was kind of shocked 
because the only people that 
came would bring boxes and 
boxes of books,” Smith said. 

Arissa Farmer, a senior 
marketing major from 
Trumann, stopped by the 
book drive. She said she did 
not have anything with her to 
donate, but she asked the Young 
Democrats at the table when 
she could donate in the future. 

“I’m vice president of the 
Environmental Club on campus 
and we host a very large Earth 
Day celebration every year. I 
stopped at the booth and left 
my email so that if they wanted 
to come out and do their book 
drive there they could,” Farmer 
said. “Even if I didn’t have 
anything to donate I wanted 
to give them a well marketed 
opportunity to get more books 
to give to our community.” 

The Student Government 
Association convened Feb. 
14 to discuss new resolutions, 
dining and housing concerns 
and to elect new senators.

The meeting kicked off with 
the senators splitting into two 
focus groups to discuss dining 
and housing options on campus. 
Senators brought up concerns 
with the lack of accommodation 
for dietary restrictions, such 
as a gluten intolerance or 
vegan and vegetarian diets. 

Those within the housing 
focus group discussed factors 
that made students stay on 
campus versus leaving. They 
also discussed how the senators 
felt about the furniture within 
student living spaces, as well 
as how they felt about the 
living-learning communities. 

The leaders of the focus 
groups said they will return to 
SGA meetings with ideas that 
take the senators’ ideas into 
consideration up into September. 

After SGA reconvened, they 
moved to electing new senators 
to open positions. Courtney 
Harris, a junior nursing major, 
was voted by acclamation to 
serve as a representative for 
Nursing and Health Professions. 

Alexandria Mitchell and Ty 
Philips ran for junior senator, 
with Mitchell winning the 
majority vote. Philips and 
Veronica Jorgensen ran for 
senator at large, with Philips 
winning the majority vote. 

After the new senators were 
sworn in, SGA discussed SR 
22/23-01, a resolution for an 

SGA-funded scholarship that 
would provide a fund of $5,000 
split between two semesters to 
a single student to cover their 
housing costs. It was proposed by 
junior senator Garrett Partain. 

“I’ve had experiences with 
housing insecurity in the past,” 
Partain said. “It would be 
good to have something that 
is an SGA specific institution 
that helps out students in 
an area that I care about.”

The funds for the scholarship 
would be pulled from excess 
funding from SGA. The 
recipient of the award would 
be selected by the Financial 
Aid and Scholarships Shared 

Governance Committee, 
based on financial need. 

“The money comes from 
the SGA budget, where we 
have roughly $20,000 allocated 
specifically for our salaries for 
our staff here,” Partain said. 
“Beyond that, not too much 
money is previously dispersed 
toward specific things.”

Any excess money left in 
the SGA budget is donated to 
a certain nonprofit each year.

After discussion, SGA voted 
to table the resolution to be 
voted on in the next meeting on 
Feb. 28. Many of the senators 
were concerned about how 
the scholarship only provided 

housing to one 
student and felt that 
the money should 
be split among 
multiple students.

“Most first-year 
residence halls are 
$3,000, including 
North Park Quads, 
including Kays, 
University Hall and 
Arkansas Hall,” said 
senator Ellie Foote. 

SGA discusses new scholarships to put in place
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Right to left: Secretary of Young Democrats, Joesph Jordan, a sophomore computer science 
major from Hot Springs. Emily Peters, President of YD, a sophomore animal science major from 
Cape Gireadeau. Christina Smith, Vice President of YD, a sophomore history major from Cabot.
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Volunteer A-State is 
hosting a blood drive Feb. 
15-16, in Centennial Hall. 
Schedule before noon today to 
be entered into a giveaway for 
a collaborative gift between 
Volunteer A-State and the 
Red Cross. Donors will receive 
a $10 Amazon gift card.

Blood Drive scheduled for 
Wednesday and Thursday 
in Student Union

Those interested in joining 
one of nine National Pan-
Hellenic Council organizations 
are required to participate 
in Intake 101. Intake 101 
is a seminar geared toward 
the policies and procedures 
of the Office of Greek Life 
as it pertains to joining 
a NPHC organization.

Intake 101 Scheduled

Students, staff, faculty and 
visitors on campus now have 
immediate access to lifesaving 
medical intervention when 
needed. A-State is in the process 
of adding NaloxBoxes around 
campus to be used when an 
opioid overdose occurs. More 
than 20 of the boxes are installed 
and fully functional across 
campus with more to be added 
in the near future. A NaloxBox 
contains two doses of a Narcan 
nasal spray with instructions 
for how to use the product.

Lifesaving medical 
boxes installed 
across campus
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