
Brian Gerwig was hired 
as Arkansas State Volley-
ball’s head coach on March 
15, 2022. He was previously at 
Houston as an assistant coach 
for three years (2019-2021).

Coach Gerwig used to 
coach the Red Wolves as an 
assistant from 2017-2018. He 
helped Arkansas State to the 
Sun Belt Conference Tourna-
ment semifinals or better in 
both seasons. He was part of 
two NIVC appearances, along 
with a runner-up finish in 2017. 

In his first season at A-State, 
he helped the team to a 21-12 
record, with a 12-4 mark in 
league play. The Red Wolves ad-
vanced to the postseason with a 
trip to the NIVC and earned its 
first postseason win since 1993 
with a 3-1 victory over SIUE. 
The team contributed 261 to-
tal blocks to rank as the third 
most in the Sun Belt and 80th 
most in the nation. The attack-
ing offense had 1,658 kills to 
rank as third most in the league 
and 36th in the nation. The of-
fense also contributed to hit-
ting .219 on the campaign that 
ranked second best in the SBC. 

He helped Houston to a 
25-7 record and a 15-5 mark in 

the American Athletic Confer-
ence, which finished second in 
the league standings last season. 
In his three seasons for Hous-
ton, the team finished no lower 
than fourth in the AAC. In the 
2020-2021 season, he helped 
produce one of the most dan-
gerous offenses in the AAC with 
the Cougars leading the league 
with 13.66 kills and 12.63 as-
sists per set. Houston had a 
program-record three first-
team all-league selections, along 
with freshman Annie Cooke 
earning Freshman and Set-
ter of the Year awards in 2020. 

 Gerwig looks to con-
tinue his coaching success that 
he had at Houston, as he be-
gins his second stint with the 
Arkansas State Red Wolves.

The Memphis Tigers de-
feated the A-State Red 
Wolves 44-32. The match-
up was back and forth in the 
first half, as it was only 21-17. 

The Arkansas State of-
fense started off strong with a 
51-yard touchdown pass from 
quarterback James Blackman 
to tight-end Seydou Traore, 
to put the Red Wolves up 7-0. 
Memphis responded right 
away with an eight play, 75 
yard drive that ended with a 
16-yard touchdown pass from 
quarterback Seth Henigan to 
wide receiver Caden Prieskorn. 

Arkansas State’s kicker,  
Dominic Zvada, had two field 
goals of 46 yards before halftime, 
which were career-longs. Mem-
phis was down 17-14 right be-
fore half, then Seth Henigan gave 
the Tigers a 21-17 lead with an 
eight-yard rushing touchdown. 

Seth Henigan had a great 
first half, going 11-17, 229 
passing yards, and three total 
touchdowns. One was rushing 
and the other two were pass-
ing. Caden Priekorn had three 
receptions, 48 yards, and two 
touchdowns in the first half. 

Seydou Traore end-
ed the first half with an in-
credible four receptions, 99 
yards, and one touchdown. 

Both of the team’s defenses 
shut down both offenses, with no 
one scoring in the third quarter. 

The fourth quarter was a 
whole different story as there 

were six different scores. Mem-
phis scored with a 51-yard 
touchdown pass from Seth 
Henigan to wide receiver Joseph 
Scates. The touchdown extended 
the Tigers’ lead 28-17. The Red 
Wolves were not done yet, as run-
ning-back Brian Snead scored a 
7-yard rushing touchdown, along 
with James Blackman throw-
ing the ball to Johnnie Lang 
Jr. for a two-point conversion. 

The score would bring 
A-State only down by three with 
a score of 28-25. Kicker Chris 
Howard extended the Memphis 
lead with a 47-yard field goal to 
give them a 31-25 lead. James 
Blackman gave Arkansas State a 
32-32 lead with a 27-yard touch-
down pass to Johnnie Lang Jr. 

Memphis running-back 
Jeyvon Ducker had a 39-yard 
rushing touchdown to put 
them up 37-32 with two min-
utes and eight seconds left 
in the fourth quarter, as they 
failed on the two-point con-
version. Arkansas State would 
now have their last shot to score. 

The Tiger defense stopped 
the Red Wolves on third down, 
resulting in A-State being 
forced to go for it on fourth and 
five. The first false start penalty 
caused a fourth and ten. Then, 
offensive linemen Mekhi But-
ler ended up giving the Red 
Wolves another false start pen-
alty on fourth and ten, which 
resulted in a fourth and 15. Back 
to back false start penalties. 

On fourth and 15 with a min-
ute and 20 seconds left, a bad 

snap caused a 32-yard fumble 
recovery on the Arkansas State 
nine-yard line, recovered by de-
fensive linemen Jaylon Allen. 
The fumble recovery solidified 
the Memphis Tigers with a win 
with a minute and 12 seconds 
left in the game, but they were 
not done yet. Running-back 
Brandon Thomas scored on an 
eight-yard rushing touchdown 
with 57 seconds left, increas-
ing the Memphis lead 44-32.

The Tiger offense had 547 to-
tal yards, as the Red Wolf offense 
had 370 total yards. The posses-
sion game was almost the same 
for both sides. Memphis had 
the ball for 30 minutes and nine 
seconds. A-State had the ball 
for 29 minutes and 51 seconds. 

The A-State defense ended 
with 77 total tackles, 29 solo 
tackles, two sacks, and seven 
tackles for loss. Senior line-
backer, Jordan Carmouche, 
had 13 tackles to highlight the 
Red Wolf defense. Lineback-
er Melique Straker also helped 
the defense with 12 total tack-
les and six tackles for loss.

The Memphis defense con-
tributed for 70 total tackles, 
38 solo tackles, one sack, and 
three tackles for loss. Defen-
sive linemen Jaylon Allen high-
lighted the Tiger defense with 
his fourth quarter fumble re-
covery to solidify Memphis 
a win. He also had nine total 
tackles and three solo tackles. 

Seth Henigan was the high-

light of the game for the Mem-
phis Tigers, finishing 19-28, 360 
yards, and four total touchdowns. 
Seydou Traore was the highlight 
for Arkansas State, finishing 
with six receptions, 120 yards, 
and a touchdown. A-State run-
ning-back Brian Snead ended 
with 13 carries, 66 yards, and two 
rushing touchdowns. He also 
had three receptions for 16 yards. 

Head coach for Memphis, 
Ryan Silverfield says, “To be 
home, I mean wow let that 
credit go to my fans. They’re the 
ones that won that final drive. 
What was it? 32,000 fans? That 
last drive, what they were able 
to do as a crowd and it’s been a 
long time since I’ve seen some-
thing like that. It’s a fantastic 

way to celebrate the city right, 
and we talked about the celebra-
tion of 901. I can’t say enough 
great things about the crowd. I 
was proud of our guys and their 
perseverance”, Silverfield said.

The 1-2 Red Wolves look to 
shake off their loss, with their 
first conference game at Old 
Dominion in week four. This will 
be the third straight away game 
for Arkansas State. According 
to ESPN’s Football Power In-
dex, A-State has a 53.7 percent 
chance of beating Old Domin-
ion. The 2-1 Memphis Tigers 
will remain confident as they 
play North Texas in week four. 

The Tigers won their fourth 
straight against Arkansas State.
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Memphis Tigers Shut Down A-State In Final Minutes

The Gerwig Era Begins
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Tight-end Seydou Traore scores and celebrates a 51-yard touchdown against the Memphis Tigers.

BRAYDEN MORSE
SPORTS EDITOR

BRAYDEN MORSE
SPORTS EDITOR

Courtesy of Arkansas State Athletics
Outside hitter Macey Putt hits the ball over the net at the SFA Hampton Inn Invitational.

Volleyball Head Coach, 
Brian Gerwig.

Courtesy of Arkansas State 
Athletics
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Upcoming Events:
Thursday, Sept. 29

- Women’s volleyball will play at 
Lafeyette, Lousiana against the 
Ragin’ Cajuns, at 6 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 30

- Women’s volleyball will play at 
Lafeyette, Lousiana against the 
Ragin’ Cajuns, at 4 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 1

- Football plays at Norfolk,          
Virginia against Old Dominion, 
at 5 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 2

- Women’s soccer plays at           
Statesboro, Georgia against 
Georgia Southern, at 11 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 3

- Men’s golf will compete at 
the Mark Simpson Colorado               
Invitational in Erie, Colorado.

Tuesday, Oct. 4

- Men’s golf will compete at 
the Mark Simpson Colorado                
Invitational in Erie, Colorado.

Thursday, Oct. 6

- Women’s soccer plays at home 
against the Ragin’ Cajuns, at 3 
p.m.

- Women’s volleyball will play at 
home against South Alabama, at 
6 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 7

- Women’s volleyball will play at 
home against South Alabama, at 
6 p.m.

Jeff Purinton was named the 
Arkansas State Vice Chancel-
lor for Intercollegiate Athletics 
on May 4, 2022. He was pre-
viously with the University of 
Alabama for 15 years, including 
working for the Orange Bowl 
Committee from 2006-2007 
and the Florida State Athletics 
Department from 1994-2006. 

Purinton has a few 
words about the new addi-
tions and returning additions 
for football when he says,

“Those who made their way 
to Halsey Thrasher Harpole 

Tailgate City hopefully had the 
opportunity to greet the team 
as Red Wolf Walk returned to 
the area, and we are also excit-
ed about moving the Hijinx 
Kids Zone to this location for 
families to enjoy. You can sup-
port our team again at the next 
Red Wolf Walk at 3:45 p.m. on 
Oct. 1 ahead of our Homecom-
ing game against ULM. Kick-
off for the game is 6:00 p.m. 

Inside the stadium, we 
brought back a fan favorite with 
Howl riding a motorcycle to 
lead the team onto Allison Field. 
Fans with loge box seating in 
the north end zone were able to 

access the tunnel for pre-
game, halftime and post-
game to cheer the team 
on as they entered and ex-
ited Allison Field. We’ve 
also added fireworks and 
more to the game-day 
festivities and will con-
tinue to look at other 
ways to enhance game-
day experience oppor-
tunities,” Purinton said.

Stay in tune for Satur-
day night football games 
the remainder of the sea-
son, and the new activities.

Jeff Purinton’s Football Announcements

Women’s Soccer Upcoming Conferences Games 

Courtesy of Arkansas State Athletics
The women’s soccer team huddles up in a matchup against Western Kentucky University.

Courtesy of Arkansas State Athletics
Vice Chancellor of Intercollegiate Athletics, Jeff Purinton.
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 The women’s soccer team is 2-4-2 on the season so far. They have only played one conference game, which they lost. Cur-
rently on a two game losing streak, looking to find redemption the remainder of the week as they match up against two conference 
teams. They play at home vs. Marshall on Sept. 22 and at Troy on Sept. 25. Both games will be on ESPN plus. 
 Junior forward, Sydoney Clarke, leads the teams in points with five. Sophomore forward, Tara Lea, comes in second on the 
team in points with four. 
 The team has seven goals on the season while averaging 0.88 goals per game. 

Centennial Bank Stadium.
Courtesy of Arkansas State 

Athletics


