
Closing the season 
will be a musical comedy 
based on “The Oregon 
Trail” series of video games. 

“The Trail to Oregon!” is 

a 2014 musical by Jeff Blim, 
Matt Lang, and Nick Lang that 
parodies the popular educational 
computer game series.

“The Trail to Oregon!” will 

open at the Simpson Theatre 
at 7:30 p.m. on April 14 at 
the Fowler Center. Additional 
performances will follow on the 
15th, 21st, and 22nd at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets for all performances 
are available in advance online 
at the A-State tickets website, 
AState.edu/Tickets, or at the 
Fowler Center’s box office. 

They can also be purchased 
the day of the event. Tickets 
are free for Arkansas State 
University students, and are 
available at the box office 

with proof of student ID.
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KASU’s next Bluegrass Monday concert 
will feature Family Sowell

Fall 2022 marks the first year 
of the Griffin House’s operation. 
The dorm is meant to be a living-
learning community geared 
specifically toward first and 
second year business students.

“It’s been a good experience 
so far. I’m thrilled with it,” 
said Dr. Jim Washam, dean 
of the Neil Griffin College of 
Business. “I like the fact that 
our Griffin first years have a 
special place to call home.” 

Washam along with Kerry 
Tew, first year student success 
coordinator and Dr. Philip 
Tew, director of undergraduate 
recruitment, engagement and 
retention, were all present 
on move-in day. Washam 
stated he even helped students 
move into their rooms. 

Washam holds office hours 
from 4-6 p.m. on Mondays, 
Philip Tew is in office at the 
same time on Tuesdays. Kerry 
Tew is in the building from 
4-6 p.m. on Wednesdays. 

“Being over there on 
Monday afternoons not only 
gives the first year students 
a chance to connect with 
me a little bit better and ask 
questions they want to, but it 
also lets me get to know the first 
years a lot better,” Washam said. 

The Griffin House has 
50 beds available. Currently, 
38 are occupied, putting the 
building at 76% capacity. 
Washam said if maximum 
capacity is reached, a request 
will be put in for more space. 

The Neil Griffin College 
of Business plans to start 
advertising the dorm more 

heavily this year. Washam 
said the Griffin House will be 
advertised on Pack Preview Days 
and other recruitment events. 

The building hosts various 
business college events, such 
as FBLA meetings and a book 
club over “Garbology,” the 
first year experience reader. 

Student response to the new 
dorm has been positive as well.

“The residents that I have 
spoken with have all told me that 
they want to live in the Griffin 
House during their sophomore 
year as well,” said Philip Tew.

Philip Tew said they 
would like the building to be 
at 100% capacity next year, 
with a mix of 70% freshmen 
and 30% sophomores. 

“With the positive responses 
that we have received from 
the students currently living 

there, we are not sure if those 
percentages will hold up,” Philip 

Tew said. “If more of the current 
residents want to remain next 

year, then we may need to rethink 
our programming and plans.”

Update on the new business living-learning community 

The Family Sowell will 
perform at the next KASU-
FM Bluegrass Monday 
concert.  The show will be at 
7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 26, at 
the Collins Theatre, 120 West 
Emerson Street, in Paragould.

The musicians in the Family 
Sowell are five siblings ranging in 
age from their late teens to their 
20s.  Originally from Texas, the 
family moved to East Tennessee 
in order to pursue a long-term, 
professional musical career.  
Each sibling has been playing 
music since they were young 
children, and the family has 
produced over a dozen albums.

The Family Sowell performs 
a wide variety of acoustic 
music including bluegrass 
standards, gospel music, original 
compositions, and their unique 
arrangements of popular songs 
from country, rock and pop 

music.  To write their original 
songs, band members have 
collaborated with award-
winning bluegrass songwriters 
Donna Ulisse and Jerry Salley.  
The group maintains a very busy 
touring schedule, performing at 
churches, festivals and bluegrass 
venues across the country.

Abby Sowell is the 
mandolinist and lead vocalist 
for the band.  The other 
group members are guitarist 
Joshua Sowell, bassist Naomi 
Sowell, fiddler John-Mark 
Sowell, and resophonic 
guitarist Justus Sowell.

 More details about the 
group can be found at www.

th e f am i l y s owe l l . c om .
The admission fee is $10 per 

person, payable by cash at the 
door the night of the concert.  
Everyone aged 18 and under 
will be admitted free.  Advance 
tickets can be purchased 
at www.kasu.org/tickets.  
Bluegrass Mondays are a non-

profit event and 100% of ticket 
proceeds go to the performers.

Bluegrass Monday concerts 
are held on the fourth Monday 
night of each month.  These 
concerts are presented with 
support from sponsors including 
the Paragould Advertising 
& Promotion Commission, 
Bibb Chiropractic Center, 
Gardner-Milner Law Firm, 
the Posey Peddler, Hyde Park 
Café, Holiday Inn Express and 
Suites of Paragould and KASU.

KASU is the public media 
service of Arkansas State 
University in Jonesboro 
broadcasting at 91.9 FM 
and streaming on a variety 
of online platforms.  For 
more information, contact 
Marty Scarbrough, KASU 
program director, mscarbro@
astate.edu or 870-972-2367.  
Additional information is also 
available on the Bluegrass 
Monday Facebook page.
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The Griffin House is the first living-learning community for A-State business majors, with only 
freshmen and sophomores being allowed to live there. 

Photo by: Rachel Rudd | News Editor

Family Sowell includes (from left) Joshua Sowell, Naomi Sowell, Abby Sowell, John-Mark 
Sowell and Justus Sowell.
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ACROSS
1. To leave one country or region to settle in another
4. Latin for peace: ___ romana
5. The fourth state of matter
7. Famous cartoon dog: Loves food
8. An oblong frame with rows of wires or grooves along which beads are slid, used for 

calculating
10. The first creature designed for the franchise Pokemon

DOWN
2. The only major US city founded by a woman
3. A session or instance of play in which the goal is to finish the game or level, or meet 

another game-play objective, as quickly as possible
6. A dog of a large, strong breed with drooping ears and pendulous lips
9. Norse god of light: slain by a mistletoe arrow


