
Opening the season this 
year is “Gruesome Playground 
Injuries,” a one-act play written 
by Pulitzer Prize nominee Rajiv 
Joseph. The play, which first 
premiered in 2009 at the Alley 
Theatre in Houston, is described 
as a dark comedy that follows a 
relationship between childhood 
friends Kayleen and Doug 
spanning the course of 30 years. 

According to the theatre 
department’s website, it is “a 
compelling and unconventional 
love story that reveals what 
can happen when two people 

drop their defenses and 
allow their wounds to show.”

It will be directed by DayDay 
Robinson, an assistant professor 
of theatre. Skyla Conger of 
Haskell, Arkansas and Gavin 
Wilson of Berryville, Arkansas 
are the show’s two cast members. 
The cast and crew are composed 
entirely of theatre majors.

“Gruesome Playground 
Injuries” will open this week 
at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 23 at 
the Fowler Center’s Simpson 
Theatre. It has performances 
on the 24th and 30th at 7:30 
p.m. and on Oct. 2 at 2 p.m.

Also being performed 
this fall is Alan Knee, Jason 

Howland and Mindi Dickstein’s 
musical adaptation of Louisa 
May Alcott’s novel “Little 
Women”. The story follows 
four sisters and their mother 
living at their Massachusetts 
home while their father is 
away serving as a Union Army 
chaplain during the Civil War. 

Auditions were held on 
Aug. 24 for “Little Women,” 
with callbacks being held the 
following day. It will be directed 
by Brianna Larson, an assistant 
professor of theatre and 
dance. Rehearsals start soon.

“Little Women” will open 
at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 11 at the 
Fowler Center. There will be 

more performances on the 
13th at 2 p.m., and on the 
18th and 19th at 7:30 p.m.

Following the winter break, 
the season will continue in the 
spring semester with “Peter and 
the Starcatcher,” a prequel story 
to Peter Pan. The Rick Eldice 
play, which premiered in 2009 at 
the La Jolla Playhouse, is a stage 
adaptation of a 2004 novel by 
Dave Berry and Ridley Pearson.

“Peter and the Starcatcher” 
will open at the Drama 
Theatre at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 
17 at the Fowler Center. 

There will be more 
shows on the 18th, 24th 
and 25th at 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 21, 2022 PAGE 3ANews
Red Wolves for St. Jude hosts kickoff event

With Sept. being Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month, Red 
Wolves for St. Jude kicked off 
the year with a fundraiser at 
Ultimate Air Trampoline Park, 
earning them $500.  

St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital is a nonprofit hospital 
that provides families with 
free treatment, food and 
housing during their stay. 
St. Jude’s funds are provided 
by donors and organizations 
like Red Wolves for St. Jude. 

Parker Ferguson is a nursing 
major from Union City, 
Tennessee and she is a member 
of Red Wolves for St. Jude. 
She said that she enjoys being 
a part of the club and raising 
money for St. Jude because, 
“it helps the families there 
not worry financially and they 
get to just focus on their kid.” 

St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital researches cancer, 
sickle cells and vaccines. 
The hospital publishes all 
of their research for free.  

The club chose Ultimate Air 
Trampoline Park as the location 
event because their public 
relations chair, Morgan Ripley, 
works there. She explained that 
her manager fully supported 
hosting the fundraiser. 

Ripley, an exercise science 
major from Searcy, Arkansas, 
said that while the event did not 
have a big turnout, Red Wolves 
for St. Jude was able to sign up 
quite a few people in TeamRaiser, 
an online fundraising platform. 

“We want to meet our goal 
for the year, but our main goal is 
spreading awareness,” she said. 

Christopher Sanders, 
an accounting major from 
Sherwood, Arkansas, is an 
ambassador on the fundraising 
team for Red Wolves for St. Jude. 

He stated he thinks students 
should support the club’s events 

because, “even if you’re not 
involved, you can come and 
learn what we’re about and 
connect with other students.” 

Rance Wagoner, a plant 
and soil science major from 
Batesville, Arkansas, is not a 
member of Red Wolves for 
St. Jude but chose to attend 
this event because, “the money 
is going to a good place.” 

Red Wolves for St. Jude sets 
fundraising goals every year. 

“Last year we raised over 
$55,000 and this year our 
goal is $60,000,” said Riley 
Swafford, the executive director 
for Red Wolves for St. Jude. 

On Oct. 20, Red Wolves for 
St. Jude will host a “Masked 
Singer” event in which local 
and A-State celebrities 
will perform in disguise. 
The club plans on having 
many events and fundraisers 
throughout the school year. 

Sept. 18 | 10:15 p.m.
Officer Anthony Gielen 

observed a large quantity of 
smoke in the area of 223 N Red 
Wolf Blvd. He determined there 
was an unattended fire on the 
lawn near Olympic Drive at the 
southwest corner of Embassy 
Suites and the Convention 
Center. It was later determined 
that a large pile of reeds and 
grasses had been on fire. Officer 
Takeem Bowman responded to 
the location and then requested 
the Jonesboro Fire Department 
respond. They arrived a short 
time later and extinguished 
the fire. Gielen spoke with 
the front desk employee at 
Embassy Suites who stated 
a young boy reported the fire 
earlier in the evening and it was 
unknown how it was started.

The next day, after reviewing 
video from the football stadium, 
it appears that the fire may 
have been started by one of 
the grounds workers employed 
by Embassy Suites And 
Convention Center. After the 

fire started, someone walked 
to a vehicle parked at the rear 
of the building. They enter the 
vehicle at 9:15 p.m. and exit the 
vehicle at 9:26 p.m. The person 
is again seen entering the 
vehicle at 10:57 p.m., driving 
to where the fire had been. 
Suspect one left the area by way 
of Alumni Boulevard at 10:59 
p.m.. The vehicle appears to be 
a dark in color crew cab truck.

Sept. 16 | 12:52 p.m.
Officer Jeremy Oswalt was 

dispatched to Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity house in reference to a 
criminal mischief report. Upon 
arrival, he spoke to complainant 
one who stated a HVAC 
technician had been working 
on the air conditioning unit for 
several weeks. Complainant one 
stated the last time the HVAC 
technician had been out to the 
house was approximately a week 
ago. When complainant one 
returned that day he noticed 
that the air conditioning unit 
appeared to have the back 
panel pried open and the inside 
components damaged. Upon 
inspection of the unit, Oswalt 
noticed the back panel appeared 

to have been forced open. Due 
to his inexperience with air 
conditioning units, Oswalt 
was unable to determine if 
any of the inside components 
were damaged or not.

Sept. 13 | 7:20 p.m.
Officer Anthony Gielen 

spoke with victim one while 
at UPD Dispatch. Victim one 
stated her Vera Bradley wallet 
containing her driver’s license, 
social security card, insurance 
card and debit and credit 
cards had been missing since 
approximately 3:15 p.m. Victim 
one stated she last had her 
wallet in her possession when at 
the food court on the first floor 
of the Reng Student Union. 
Victim one completed a written 
statement and Gielen advised 
her to immediately contact her 
financial institutions regarding 
the missing cards. Later, Officer 
Keith Gilliam and Gielen 
reviewed security camera video 
footage of the food court during 
the times specified in victim one’s 
statement. Victim one appeared 
to have taken her wallet with 
her when she left the food court.

“Our main goal is spreading awareness.”

Arkansas State University Theatre announces 2022-23 season

Last semester The Herald 
special edition reported on 
marijuana related issues 
around the state. Since the 
issue came out, the state of 
Arkansas has had several 
updates regarding putting 
marijuana on the voting ballot. 

Though the ballot for 
recreational adult use received 
enough signatures to qualify 
in Nov., the State Board of 
Election dismissed the ballot 
and the Secretary of State 
ruled the ballot measure 
invalid. This measure would 
have legalized marijuana usage 

for any person 21 years of age 
and older. As of Sept. 20 the 
status is not on the ballot. 

Arkansas passed the 
legalization of medical 
marijuana on Nov. 8, 2016. Fifty 
three percent of voters approved 
of the amendment. Qualifying 
persons could obtain the medical 
care through undergoing the 
proper application forms. 

State Governor Asa 
Hutchinson announced he 
would be voting “no” on the 
issue. In a tweet from Sept. 
9, Hutchinson said “The 
science is clear. Recreational 
marijuana leads to increased 
drug use among minors & 
more dangerous roadways.” 

In the tweet he linked to the 
Safe and Secure Communities 
website for more information.  
When the website is first opened 
users will read “Studies prove 
the societal costs of legalized 
drugs far outweigh the revenue 
marijuana sales bring. Let’s keep 
Arkansas safe from this fate!” 

Safe and Secure Communities 
filed a motion on Aug. 25 
with the Arkansas Supreme 
Court saying the amendment 
proposed was “misleading, 
fraudulent and illegal.” 

The State Board said the 
issue with the ballot was 
because it did not preserve the 
state’s medical THC limit. 

The Herald special edition updates
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From left to right: Noah Hill, Jackson Carr, Morgan Ripley, Bekah Hickman, Bailey Blackmond, 
Abbi McBroome and Jack Larson pose in the Ultimate Air Trampoline Park for the kickoff event. 
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“Gruesome Playground Injuries” is the first play that will be 
performed by the A-State Theatre. 
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The Arkansas State Board of Election struck down the ballot measure to place recreational 
marijuana on the Nov. ballot, despite the measure receiving enough signatures to qualify.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARIJUANA MOMENT


