
This Halloween season, 
the A-State Food Pantry is 
working together with the
Introduction to Service 
Learning class to pro-
vide hygiene products 
to those in need called
“Wicked Clean 
H o w l - o - W e e n . ”
“A lot of people do not know 
that the A-State Food Pan-
try also provides hygiene
products, so no one do-
nates them. I volunteer 
at the pantry, and it is 
very frustrating to have to
turn away people that re-

quest prod-
ucts like 
toothbrush-
es or laun-
dry deter-
gent,” Fran 
B ol l i nge r,
a senior in-
terdisciplin-
ary studies 
major from 
Little Rock 
and lead-
er of the 
h y g i e n e 
drive said.
The project first began in 
the Introduction to Service 
 Learning class. 
Each semester, the

class leads a new proj-
ect. The idea behind the 
project is to take values 
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St. Bernards Pink Warrior Walk

The St. Bernards 
Women’s Council hosted 
the second annual Pink

Warrior Walk on Saturday.
October is Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. Fundraisers 
for research are held all over the
country throughout the month. 
The Susan G. Komen Race for 
the Cure, the former Jonesboro
fundraiser for breast cancer, was 
canceled last year and stopped 
hosting the event in Arkansas
since.

The St. Bernards Women’s 
Council created the Pink Warrior 
Walk as a new way to keep
some of the funding St. Bernards 
Breast Health Services used to 
receive from Race for the Cure.

The event was offered as a 
suggested course from Main 
Street in downtown Jonesboro to
St. Bernards Health and 
Wellness on Mathews 
Avenue. Participants were 
able to start and finish
wherever they chose, and 
sponsor booths were available 
throughout the course.

Sharon Wilson and Mary 
Jo Gibson of Jonesboro are 
breast cancer survivors. They
participated in the Pink Warrior 
Walk to support others with 
breast cancer and show them
they’re not alone.

“It’s just good that we can 
support someone this way, show 
them that we care and that
we’re going to be with them 
the whole way,” Wilson said.

Wilson had breast cancer 
in 2003 and Gibson in 2014.

“I got wonderful care in 
Jonesboro,” Gibson said. “I 
couldn’t ask for anything better.”

Both Wilson and Gibson 

have had other cancers as 
well. Gibson had Hodgkin’s
lymphoma in 1993 and 
Wilson had melanoma. 
Gibson later was diagnosed 
with melanoma as well.

“We share more than 
that,” Wilson said. “We 
share three grandchildren.”

Gibson’s daughter is married 
to Wilson’s son. Gibson 
said her daughter (Wilson’s
daughter-in-law) is going to 
have breast cancer surgery soon.

“With my experience with 
cancer, I never knew how much 
people cared,” Gibson said. “I
think this event shows that 
and lifts up everybody.”

Henry Lavender of 
Jonesboro participated in the 
event to support his mother,
grandmother and aunt, who 
have all died of cancer. He said 
this was a way to remember his
family.

“They don’t get enough 
recognition for supporting the 
many people that we have lost and
those who have survived,” 
Lavender said. “It’s a good cause.”

He participated in the 
Pink Warrior Walk with his 
sister-in-law, Suzan Meyer.

Lavender’s brother (and 
Meyer’s husband) was recently 
diagnosed with cancer. They both
participated in the event 
to “support the cause.”

The registration fee was $25 
and earned participants a T-shirt 
and goody bag. The fundraiser 
also accepted sponsorships. 
60% of the proceeds from 
the fundraiser support the St.
Bernards Mammography 
program, which provides 
mammograms to uninsured 
and underinsured individuals. 
The remaining 40% is 
distributed as grants to 
other breast health programs 

across Northeast Arkansas.
Judy Griffin of Harrisburg 

said she participated because 
her mother and all of her aunts
died of breast cancer.

“It’s in memory of all 
of them,” Griffin said.

Griffin participated 
in the event alongside 
Rosa Schill of Harrisburg.

“I think that the community 
support for men and women for 
breast cancer in Jonesboro in
wonderful,” Schill said. “St. 
Bernards has such a great service 
to keep everybody informed and
they’re so proactive in 
breast cancer awareness.”

The St. Bernards “Ma’am 
Mobile” was parked at the event. 
The “Ma’am Mobile” is staffed 
with registered mammographers 
and travels to areas where 
breast health services may not
otherwise be available.

“When the mobile 
mammogram unit comes 
to Harrisburg, it helps a lot 
of people who don’t have 
insurance or people who can’t 
come to Jonesboro, which is 
a fantastic thing,” Griffin said

Local cheer and dance teams 
attended the Pink Warrior 
Walk and cheered on the 
participants as they walked or 
ran the race. The coach for the 
Brookland Junior High Dance 
Team, Erica Reynolds said 
the team attended to support 
all of the “Pink Warriors.”

“Being a coach is 
more than going to 
games and competitions,” 
Reynolds said. “I want to
create a sense of community 
within our team to show 
them to give back to the 
community, and this is one 
way I can help them do that.”
this is one way I can 
help them do that.”

Oct. 22 | 10:51 a.m.
Officer Dustin Mitchell 

observed a Marron Kia Sedan 
traveling north on Caraway 
passing the Jonesboro Police 
Department and saw the male 
driver not wearing a seat belt. 
Mitchell started followed 
the vehicle at the Matthews 
and Marion Berry Parkway 
intersection. The vehicle then 
turned left at the red light and 
began traveling on Matthews 
Ave and Mitchell then initiated 
a traffic stop. The driver advised 
Michell that his license was 
suspended however, he did 
have proof of insurance. After 

contacting dispatch, Mitchell 
was advised that the driver was 
on parole and has a search waver 
on file. A search of the vehicle 
was conducted and during the 
search dispatch advised that the 
male had several search warrants 
through Mississippi County and 
they would pick up the driver 
for the warrants. The driver was 
then placed in handcuffs and 
transported to the Craighead 
County Jail and a tow truck was 
called for the removal of the car.

Oct. 19 | 1:41 a.m.
Officer Takeem Bowman 

observed a vehicle traveling 
northbound on Marion Berry 
Parkway and Aggie Road 

with a headlight out. He 
then conducted a traffic stop. 
The driver could not provide 
Bowman his driver’s license and 
provided him with his name 
and date of birth instead. After 
running the driver through the 
Arkansas Crime Information 
Center it was found that he 
had a suspended license and 
two active warrants from Cross 
County and Poinsett County. 
The driver was then removed 
from the vehicle and was issued 
a citation for driving on a 
suspended license. His wife then 
took possession of the vehicle 
and the driver’s warrants were 
left active at this time and he 
was given a court date of Nov. 1.

Raising money and awareness for Breast Cancer

A-State Food Pantry hosts 
“Wicked Clean Howl-o-Ween”
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Sharon Wilson (Left) and Mary Jo Gibson being cheered on at the finish line.
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Brookland Junior High Dacne Team makes walkthrough to cheer on Wilson (Left) and Gibson.
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Ryan Salami should have been identified as 
the new director of A-State Spirit Squads in 
last week’s “A-State welcomes Ryan Salami 
as interim director of spirit squads.”

Nathan Wheaton should have been credited as the 
student who originally petitioned the proposal to 
name the Military Science Buiding in honor of Lt. 
Col. Frederick C. Turner Jr. in last week’s “Military 
Science Building named in honor of A-State’s first 
Black faculty member.” 

CORRECTION
CLARIFICATION

https://theheraldhome.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/a3-news-sept.-16.pdf


