
The school of art and design 
hosted a ribbon cutting cere-
mony on Sept. 13 for the open-
ing of the Windgate Center for 
Three-Dimensional Arts. A 
crowd of people could be seen 
in attendance at the ceremony 
with several watching remote-
ly at home. Individuals such as 
Chancellor Kelly Damphousse, 
Dr. Carl Cates Dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Com-
munication and Dr. Temma 
Balducci Department Chair for 
the School of Art and Design 
were also in attendance. “In 
spite of all the challenges we’ve 
faced with the pandemic and 
other issues going on, we were 
able to stay on time and open on 
time,” said Damphousse. This 
ribbon cutting was just a cere-
monial opening as the building 
has been in use already this year. 
Several art and design students 
have already been taking class-
es in the building since the be-
ginning of the fall semester. 

This building replaces the old 
Art Annex of 5,600 square feet 
with more than three times its 
original size. “We often use the 
word transformative to describe 
change. Replacing an 85-year 
retro-fitted gymnasium with 
this beautiful facility transforms 

the lives of our students,” said 
Cates. The building features 
a variety of different facilities 
for art students to utilize, such 
as workspaces for ceramics, 
woodworking, metal working 
and state of the art kilns. Along 
with many different spaces for 

students to display their work. 
“I cannot wait to take classes 
in the Windgate Center, it is 
just so beautiful. It makes me 
proud to be a student here at 
A-State,” said Sophomore Studio 
Art major Grace Westerman. 

The start of the 2021 fall 
semester has introduced 
the installment of A-State’s 
new Latin based sorority,  
Hermandad de Sigma Iota  
Alpha Incorporada (EIA), 
which now faces its first full 
semester as an up and running  
campus Greek organization. 

Katheryn Vivar, president 
and community chairwoman 
of EIA spoke on the values of 
the sorority and how they are  
devoted to serving the  
community while simulta-
neously devoting a focus to  
fostering a sense of pride 
and respect in Latin heritage. 

“The sorority was found-
ed on September 29, 1990 by  
thirteen inspiring young wom-

en from four different schools 
in the state of New York,”  
Vivar said. “This group of wom-
en came together with the goal of  
creating an organiza-
tion that would help their  
communities, unite wom-
en and promote scholarship. 
Since its inception in 1990, our  
organization has expanded 
out of the state of New York 
and charted chapters in 13  
different states, in-
cluding Arkansas.”

According to Vivar, EIA now 
has over 80 undergraduate and 
graduate colonies combined 
across the United States. In  
Arkansas there are three chapters 
at the University of Arkansas, 
University of Central Arkansas 
and now A-State being the third.

The sorority’s emphasized 

areas of philanthropy currently 
has two areas of emphasis, one 
international and one national. 

“One Heartland is our  
national philanthropy. It is 
geared towards helping improve 
the lives of children, youth and 
families facing significant health 
challenges or social isolation,” 
Vivar said. “As for our interna-
tional philanthropy, we have 
chosen Children International.”

Children International is 
a non profit organization that 
helps connect people around 
the world in striving to put 
an end to poverty. EIA plans 
to contribute by investing 
in the lives of children, get-
ting involved in building  
healthier living environments 
for them and empowering them 
to create everlasting change. 

Regarding their other 
goals at A-State, EIA wants to  
provide a place for Latin wom-
en to feel at home both on 
campus and in the community.

“We want to encourage 
these women to excel aca-
demically and develop their  
leadership skills,” Vivar said. 
“We plan on partnering with 
various minority organiza-
tions on campus as well as the  
Hispanic Center of Jonesboro.”

While EIA is Latin based, 
it is not Latin exclusive, and  
members encourage  
participation from all over. 
It currently consists of four  
other members Alicia Sustaita, 
Faith Ochoa, Roxana Flores and  
Gabriela Huerta, all of whom 
hold leadership positions.  
Vivar and her sisters take great 

pride in their Latin roots, 
but they do feel pressure be-
cause of their major role on  
campus “It feels empowering 
to be a Latina, and being able 
to be an involved Latina on 
campus is great,” Vivar stated.  
“Bringing the first 
Latin sorority on  
campus is very important in 
bringing more Latino students 
to campus. Yes, there may be 
times where we do feel pressure, 
but it’s only because we were  
given this opportunity and want 
to be able to make the most of it.”

The sorority  
continues to be excited and to  
flourish and grow. They 
hope to reach more students 
on campus to expand their  
numbers and make 
a bigger impact. 

“We encourage ladies  
interested in our organiza-
tion to join us at our next  
informational meeting on  

Sept. 30th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Cache River room,” Vivar said. 

The sorority also wants 
to invite students to attend 
the numerous events they 
have planned for the semes-
ter. For this month, they plan 
to hold AquaEIA on Sept. 14 
at 5 p.m., the first Fall Raffle  
Fundraiser hosted on Insta-
gram until Sept. 29, and EIA 
Week from Sept. 27 to Oct. 1, 
which will be full of other events  
including founders week kickoff. 

“We will also have  
upcoming events planned out 
with various organizations 
within and outside of Greek 
life as well, and we are always 
looking to collaborate with  
other organizations,” Vivar said. 

For more information on 
EIA, Vivar said they mar-
ket through social media  
platforms such as Instagram 
@EIA.astate and Facebook.
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Sept. 11 | 8:25 p.m.
Officer Takeem Bowman 

was approached by the Pike 
Fraternity President and was 
advised that suspect one was 
refusing to leave their tailgate 
tent. Upon arriving to the tent 
Bowman made contact with 
suspect one and determined 
he was extremely intoxicated 
and needed to be removed. 
Suspect one was escorted 
to the command trailer and 
was issued a Persona Non 
Grata and Trespass Warning. 

As Bowman attempted to 
give suspect one his driver’s 
license, suspect one yelled 
“you fat b****” as a group of 
people left the parking lot. 
Bowman then advised suspect 
one he was under arrest for 
disorderly conduct and was 
transported to the Craighead 
County Detention Center.

Sept. 12 | 4:08 a.m.
Officer Caleb Lawson was 

patrolling near Red Wolf Blvd, 
where he observed a vehicle 
driving on the wrong side of 
the road coming south on Red 
Wolf Blvd onto Aggie Rd. 
He activated his blue lights 
and sirens to catch up to the 

vehicle that was travelling 
at a high rate of speed down 
Aggie Rd northbound. The 
vehicle then went the wrong 
way through the roundabout 
off Aggie Rd onto Airport Rd.

Lawson was able to catch up 
to the vehicle and it stopped at 
Bobcat Meadow. Lawson using 
the loudspeaker had the driver 
turn off the vehicle and throw 
the keys outside. Lawson then 
had the driver (arrestee one) 
walk back to him and placed 
him in handcuffs and then had 
him sit in the back seat of the 
vehicle. Upon searching the 
vehicle two other passengers 
were found (arrestee two and 
three). Lawson observed the 
strong smell of intoxicants 
coming from both passengers. 
Upon interviewing arrestee one 
he noticed only a small amount 
of smell of intoxicant coming 
from him and the driver stated 
he “only had one or two drinks.” 

Both arrestee two and three 
were placed under arrest for 
minor in possession and the 
driver was taken into custody 
for numerous traffic violations. 
All were taken to the Craighead 
County Jail. Upon search at the 
jail found multiple fake IDs in 
arrestee two and three’s wallets. 
Arrestees two and three were 
booked into the jail and arrestee 
one was taken to the juvenile side 

to await pickup from his parents.

Sept. 12 | 8:20 p.m.
The University Police 

Department received a QuikTip 
from a complainant stating that 
suspect one had attempted to 
sell her narcotics while she 
was outside the Reng. Student 
Union. She stated that suspect 
one then asked for directions 
to the Dean B. Ellis Library. 
Officer Daniel Bradway was 
able to use the campus camera 
system to see this interaction, as 
well as track suspect on camera 
into the Student Union, the 
Acansa Dining Hall and the 
second floor of the Student 
Union. Suspect one then walked 
to the library and entered the 
second floor where he was able 
to catch up with him there.

Bradway found suspect 
one in the back at a table with 
several books and coloring 
sheets. Bradway asked him if he 
was a student which he replied 
no to. Bradway then escorted 
him out to the lobby area. He 
then asked suspect one if he 
could search his bag which was 
denied. Bradway then escorted 
him outside to his patrol car and 
issued him a Persona non Grata 
Form for the entire campus.
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SIA members left to right: Faith ISabel, Roxana Flores, Katheryn Vivar, Jennifer Sustaita and Gabriela Huerta.
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Victoria Nichols (Left) working on her pottery
Megan Weaver (Right) is sculpting


