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Interested in reporting? Join us every Monday at 5 p.m. 
in room 224 in the Communications Building.
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STUDENT
SPEAK:

Ellie Foote is a sophomore po-
litical science major from Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri.

What are students looking forward to
after COVID-19 restrictions are lifted?

Taylor Swygert is a graduate stu-
dent pursuing a masters in En-
glish from Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

Katie Ashing is a junior nursing 
major from Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas.

Imani Udoumana is a senior 
strategic communications ma-
jor from Nashville, Tennessee.

Moses Abdulai is a senior com-
puter information technology 
major from Lagos, Nigeria.

Ellie Foote
says:

Taylor Swygert 
says:

Imani Udoumana 
says:

doing student 
activities and 

being able to be 
with everyone

getting past the 
mask

“I am most excited about travel 
and exploring the other states. 
Now that the bans are lifting, I 
have more freedom to move as 

I please.”

“As a resident assistant, 
I’m looking forward to 
outdoors events where 

everyone can be free and not worry about 
wearing a mask anymore. Also, going to 

places I haven’t been to yet and doing things 
I haven’t done because you only live once. 
I have also learned a lot of things during 
COVID-19, it made me see life from a dif-
ferent perspective and I had more time for 

family and myself in terms of growing men-
tally.”
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Katie Ashing
says:

being
outdoors

Moses Abdulai 
says:
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COVID-19 VACCINATION LOCATIONS IN JONESBORO
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Arkansas residents aged 16 years or older are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. The current vaccines being offered are Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson. The vaccine 
being administered may vary depending on location.

Hospitals

NEA Baptist Vaccine Clinic
• 4802 E. Johnson Ave. 

(866941-4785)

St. Bernards Healthcare
• 505 E. Washington Avenue 

(870-351-7171)

NatioNal BusiNesses

CVS
• 110 Southwest Drive (870-

268-1743)

Kroger
• 1725 S. Caraway Road (870-

972-4739)

Sams Club
• 2405 S. Caraway Road (870-

972-1644)

Walgreens
• 1328 Red Wolf Blvd. (870-

935-2242)
• 1330 S. Caraway Road (870-

268-1442)
• 108 E. Highland Drive (870-

802-3749)

Walmart
• 3319 Harrisburg Road (870-

203-7018)
• 1815 E. Highland Drive 

(870-931-5001)
• 1911 W. Parker Road (870-

972-6350)
• 2811 Creek Dr. (870-203-

7009)

local BusiNesses

Hilltop Market Pharmacy
• 3605 E. Johnson Ave. (870-

336-8310)

Parker Road Specialty Pharma-
cy
• 1109 W Parker Road (870-

935-6400)

The Medicine Shoppe
• 325 Southwest Drive Suite A 

(870-935-1340)

Southern Pharmacy
• 3001 Apache Drive (870-

972-1751)

Super V Drugs
• 1000 E. Matthews Ave. (870-

972-6470)

Woodsprings Pharmacy and 
Home Medical
• 1807 Woodsprings Road 

(870-972-8310)
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ARIES
(March 22 - April 19)

LIBRA
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)

Focus on the 
things you want 
for a while. You 

don’t have to 
give others all of 

your energy.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Not everything 
is a competition. 
Stop comparing 
yourself to others 

and focus on 
doing your best.

LEO
( July 23 - Aug. 22)

Things don’t al-
ways go the way 
you planned. It 
may be hard to 
decide whether 

to give up or 
keep trying.

CANCER
( June 21 - July 22)

It is a good time 
to take action, 
even if those 

around you don’t 
see it. You do not 
have to defend 
every decision.

GEMINI
(May 21 - June 20)

You may be 
feeling like 

something is 
missing from 

your life. Don’t 
look for answers 

in others.

TAURUS
(April 20 - May 20)

If you are feel-
ing disconnect-
ed from others, 

take time to 
recharge. You 
cannot pour 

from an empty 
cup.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Don’t be afraid 
to ask for help. 
There is noth-
ing wrong with 
leaning on oth-
ers sometimes.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Sometimes 
you have to 

do whatever it 
takes to reach 
your goal. Try 
not to harm 

others in your 
pursuits.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Be open to 
anything. Good 

things may 
come from un-
likely sources.

AQUARIUS
( Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Go into new 
situations with 
caution. Not 
everything is 

worth the expe-
rience.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - March 21)

Accept com-
passion from 

others. You will 
get nowhere by 
isolating your-

self.

Don’t sec-
ond-guess the 
good things in 
your life. Learn 

to enjoy the 
happy moments.

This Week’s PoP PickThis Week’s PoP Pick
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” Season 13

The reality show 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” 
filmed its 13th season 
under restrictions for 
COVID-19, and a queen 
from Arkansas won the 
competition.

The 13 contestants had 
to prepare to compete for 
the title of “America’s Next 
Drag Superstar” while 
working around obstacles 
set by COVID-19 restric-
tions, such as fabric stores 
being closed, or the con-
testants being out of work 
during this time period.

The season began filming 
July 20 and production ended Aug. 30, with the season premiering 
Jan. 1. During the airing of the season, the documentary “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race: Corona Can’t Keep A Good Drag Queen Down” about 
the filming of the season aired Feb. 26 in place of the ninth episode, 
which aired a week later.

When the contestants arrived for the filming of the season, they 
were each quarantined in their hotel rooms for 10 days before film-
ing actually started. During this time, they had no idea who the rest 
of the cast was. When they arrived on set, the “Werk Room” had 
been expanded to accommodate social distancing guidelines while 
the contestants prepared for challenges each week.

During filming, the crew stayed 
six feet away from each other, 
separated by plexiglass, and wore 
masks or face shields at all times. 
The judges, RuPaul Charles, Mi-
chelle Visage, Ross Matthews 
and the celebrity guest judge each 
week were separated by plexi-
glass while watching the contes-
tants compete. The only people 
not wearing masks during filming 
were the cast members.

The finale of the seasons pre-
miered Friday, with the final four 
contestants lip syncing against 
each other for the crown. The 
winner of season 13 was Symone, 
a 26-year-old drag artist originally 
from Conway, Arkansas.

A year ago
The COVID-19 pandemic picked up a year ago, 

and we’ve seen a lot of changes to our daily lives: 
business shutdowns, mask mandates, curfews, so-
cial distancing, online and hybrid classes and more.

As people prepared for quarantine, toilet paper, 
cleaning supplies and canned food flew off the 
shelves. People went absolutely bonkers over Net-
flix’s “Tiger King: Murder, Mayhem and Madness.” 
Other people insisted COVID-19 was a hoax and 
used it as an excuse to be racist toward Asian people.

Starting in March 2020, many busi-
nesses reduced hours, closed, or became 
curbside, carryout, delivery or drive-th-
ru only to reduce the spread of coronavirus. 

As the situation developed, schools began mak-
ing the call to shift to online instruction. A-State 
abruptly moved to all-online instruction March 
17, 2020. Campus operations had to adjust, includ-
ing access to the student union and housing for 
students. Some students moved out of their dorms 
after Spring Break, while others stayed on cam-
pus to continue accessing resources they needed. 

April 9, 2020, former mayor Harold Per-
rin put an emergency curfew in place 
with approval from Gov. Asa Hutchinson.

July 20, Gov. Asa Hutchinson put a mask man-
date in place for all indoor and outdoor environ-
ments where people are exposed to non-household 
members and where social distancing isn’t possible.

How far we’ve come
It seems like just as quickly as things shut 

down, they began opening back up. We be-
gan moving into Phase 2 in June, and busi-
nesses were allowed to open back up.

Customers lined up outside stores such as 
Burlington to go shopping for the first time 
in months, and restaurants opened up to al-
low people to dine inside. Businesses followed 
the mask mandate and social distancing guide-
lines, as well as limiting capacity. Employees 
began doing temperature checks and other 
health screenings before clocking in for work.

When we returned to A-State for the 
fall semester, many classes did some form 
of hybrid in-person and online: students at-
tended on alternating days, or were given 
the option to attend completely on Zoom.

Arkansas began receiving shipments 
of the COVID-19 vaccine in Decem-
ber, and by the end of March the vac-
cine opened up to anyone aged 16 or older.

At the end of February, Gov. Hutchinson al-
lowed businesses to open back up to full capacity. 
While some felt it was too soon, he based this deci-
sion on the fact that coronavirus cases in Arkansas 
were trending down. March 30, the mask mandate 
lifted, but private businesses can still require them.

A-State’s number of active COVID-19 cases 
has trended downward since January, and since Feb. 
12 the highest number of active cases has been 12.

Moving forward, A-State plans to return to 
full in-person activity for summer and fall 2021.
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The crew wore masks and face shields while also socially distanced during the filming of sea-
son 13.
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Symone, a drag artist originally from Con-
way, Arkansas, won season 13.

A year ago vs. today
How things have changed since

the pandemic began


