
As the spring semester winds 
down, , there is no doubt the 
coronavirus pandemic has af-
fected campus life at A-State.

Matt Huckaby, A-State’s ex-
ecutive director of student well-
ness, said he has experienced 
the effects of COVID-19 di-
rectly in the management of the 
A-State Red W.O.L.F. Center. 

“We started implementing 
precautions as soon as they were 
available from CDC, ADH, and 
the university,” Huckaby said. 

According to the A-State 
website, the Red W.O.L.F. 
Center, which first opened in 
2010, is an $18 million state-
of-the-art fitness facility. In-
cluded in the center are an 
indoor track, three basketball 
courts, a multi-activity court, 
a rock climbing wall, a dance 
studio, free weight and car-
diovascular areas, a spin studio 
and multiple assessment rooms. 

While the activities have 
been limited in the past year 
due to the pandemic, in nor-
mal years students have had 
opportunities to participate in 
group fitness classes, fitness 
challenges, intramural sports, 
club sports and open recreation.

Due to the infection-trans-
mitting nature of fitness, there 
has been a transformation in 

the way the center is utilized. 
“Our group fitness studio 

has been utilized for classroom 
space, which has changed the 
way people work out,” Hucka-
by said. “For example, for years 
people in the weight room had 
been previously encouraged to 
work out with a partner, share 
equipment and be available 
for each other as a spot. Now 
as a precaution to limit poten-
tial exposure, students need 
to work out by themselves 
on one piece of equipment.” 

According to Huckaby, there 
have been pods set up as well, 
which are a few pieces of ex-
ercise equipment taped off for 
one person to work out on.  Stu-
dents and gym patrons have also 
had to use lighter weights they 
can safely handle by themselves. 

“We have even seen stu-
dents get impressively creative 
in bringing dumbbells over to 
a weight bench and exercising 
in an individual space instead 
of moving throughout the gym 
excessively,” Huckaby said.  

In addition, A-State has 
taken other precautions 
to ensure student safety.

“The Red W.O.L.F. Cen-
ter has followed the Arkansas 
Department of Health and 
university guidelines to help 
keep campus healthy,” Hucak-
aby said. “Examples of these 
are spacing out of equipment, 

symptom checks upon entry, 
cleaning, mask use while not ac-
tively exercising and many more.”

Huckaby emphasized that 
these guidelines have indeed 
been strictly enforced and re-
iterated the difficulty there 
has been in maintaining these 
regulations. Despite these 
struggles, he said that A-State 
students have adapted well. 

“As with all departments, 
businesses and organizations, 
this was a daunting task to 
undertake,” Huckaby said. “I 
would like to personally brag on 
the A-State students who really 
embraced the precautions and 
helped our staff tremendous-
ly with following the rules and 
helping understand what had 
to be done to keep the facility 
safe and open.  We have real-
ly great students at A-State!”

As for plans moving out 
of the pandemic, Hucka-
by said the center will follow 
university guidance on eas-
ing restrictions and continue 
to prioritize campus safety.

“More than likely this will 
be a slow process,” Huckaby 
said. “But everyone at Cam-
pus Recreation can not wait 
to expand back programming 
for our A-State students.”

As the year draws to a 
close, there can only be hope 
for a better and normal-
ized future for the Fall 2021. 

Over the summer, facilities 
management staff spent hours 
putting up room occupancy signs 
and blocking off furniture. Now 
with restrictions lifting, the staff 
has their work cut out for them 
putting campus back to normal.

David Handwork, assistant 
vice chancellor for Facilities 
Management, said they expect 
campus to return to full capac-
ity for the all 2021 semester. 

“As soon as we get to the end 
of the semester, we are antici-
pating probably an additional 
announcement by the governor’s 
office and the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health of continuing 
to softening of some of these 
restrictions which probably will 
allow us to go back to our normal 
density of class occupancies,” 
he said. “When we do that, we 
have a lot of furniture to move.”

Tables and chairs were re-
moved all across campus to 
encourage social distancing. 
A lot of it has been stored in 
containers behind the Facilities 
Management building, with 
every piece tagged with what 
building and room number it 
belongs in. All of that must get 
back into the campus buildings.

“That’s going to take us quite 
a bit of human capital, time and 
planning,” Handwork said. “We 
started the initial planning on 
that about two or three weeks 
ago. If that announcement hap-

pens, we’re ready to do that as 
soon as the semester is over.”

Handwork expects it to 
take four or five weeks to get 
everything back to normal.

“We’ll have a priority, if we 
return classes for the first sum-
mer term, to address those learn-
ing spaces first,” he said. “Then 
we’ll do the rest of the campus 
with priority being on the sec-
ond summer term if there’s 
different classrooms. We’ll cer-
tainly have campus ready for 
what I would call normal occu-
pancy and density by Fourth of 
July or mid-July at the latest.”

Another large component of 
the transition back to normal is 
the removal of the many room 
occupancy signs posted on near-
ly every door on campus. “We’re 
not just going to throw them in 
the trash,” Handwork said. “If 
we can recycle the paper, we’ll 
recycle that. A lot of the vinyl 
stickers that we’ve put down 
will have to be thrown away. 
There’s no way to recycle it.”

Putting campus back to 
normal is a huge undertaking, 
and Facilities will be hiring 
temporary workers to assist. 

“We are currently staffed 
to do all the maintenance and 
operations, and for the amount 
of staffing we need to do this 
project, it would take them away 
from our normal maintenance 
and other operation duties,” 
Handwork said. “We don’t want 
to do that. We want to make 
sure that we’re taking the op-
portunity of the summer to do 

the maintenance that got de-
ferred from last summer even.”

Because the staff had to piv-
ot last summer to get campus 
ready to open with social dis-
tancing precautions in place, 
things like waxing floors got 
put off. Adding extra temporary 
workers to help with moving 
furniture will allow regular staff 
to continue their normal duties. 

Although campus will look 
more normal in the fall, some 
precautions will remain the same.

“I think the die is set for us 
to really keep our campus well 
sanitized moving forward,” 
Handwork said. “Obviously 
with COVID, it’s a new virus, 
and it’s going to be around for-
ever now.  It’s going to be some-
thing that’s part of our lives.”

The increased sanitation that 
began last summer will continue.

“Even with the flu virus-
es we’ve had and the differ-
ent strains,” Handwork said. 
“I think we’ve learned a new 
best practice for keeping our 
buildings safe and healthy.”

Hand sanitizer stations set 
up across campus will remain, 
and more may even be added.

The university is still well-
stocked with hand sanitizer and 
masks, and Handwork said there 
is probably enough to stock class-
rooms through the end of 2022.

“My staff, along with every-
body else in America and the 
world is ready just to move past 
COVID and get back to what-
ever is the new normal,” he said.
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Red W.O.L.F. Center expects a 
slow return to normal

Facilities prepares to bring 
‘normal’ back to campus

April 20 | 5:02 p.m.
An officer observed Curtis 

Franklin traveling 35 mph 
on University Loop, so he 
initiated a traffic stop. As he 
was speaking with Franklin, 
he could smell marijuana 
in the car, so he conducted 
a probable cause search.

He located a loaded handgun 
in a backpack along with a bag of 
edibles. Franklin was then placed 
in custody and transported 
to the Craighead County 
Detention Center where a bag 
of marijuana was found on him. 

He was charged with 
possession of a handgun on 
school property, furnishing a 
prohibited article inside of a 
corrections facility, possession 
of a schedule six less than 
four ounces and speeding. 

April 23 | 9:25 p.m.
An officer spotted a vehicle 

traveling east on Aggie Road 
going 38 mph in a 20 mph 
zone. He initiated a traffic stop 
and made contact with Philip 
Gatling, the driver. Gatling said 
he was trying to get in front of 
another vehicle to get in the 
right lane. The officer decided 
to issue an ASU citation for 

speeding. He explained the 
citation and had Gatling 
sign it. After that, he said, 
“You didn’t have to do that.”

He insisted that the officer 
saw the incident and it was 
not necessary to give him a 
ticket. The officer responded by 
telling him if he had a problem, 
he could write him a regular 
citation he could fight in court. 

Gatling said, “well you go 
ahead and do what you think.”

The officer proceeded to walk 
to his car, and Gatling started 
yelling expletives and calling 
him a jerk. He was screaming 
and hitting the interior of his 
car so hard he was making 
it shake. Due to his conduct, 
the officer decided to call for 
another unit. He continued the 
behavior until the other officer 
arrived. They gave him the 
citation and told him to go to 
court to express his grievances.

April 25 | 12:03 p.m.
A University Police officer 

stopped a 2001 Nissan Maxima 
for driving with a fictitious 
license plate because the plates 
had come back to a 2005 Audi. 
The driver, Emmett Bradberry, 
said he just bought the vehicle 
and the license plate was already 
on it. He stated he did not have 
insurance on it because it was 
recently bought and he did 

not have the bill of sale either.
Bradberry’s license came back 

as suspended. The passenger in 
the car gave the name of Deonna 
Dollins, but she appeared 
nervous. That name came 
back to a valid driver’s license.

Bradberry then told the 
officer a friend told him he 
could use the license plate since 
it had a valid sticker on it, which 
was a different story than he 
told before. He did not want the 
vehicle searched because of “the 
people that he bought it from.”

The passenger was very 
nervous and stated there was 
a backpack in the vehicle that 
“probably” contained drug 
paraphernalia. During a search 
of the vehicle, the officer found 
an identification card for Maria 
Wells, who had before given 
the name Deonna Dollins. Her 
license had been suspended, 
and she had a felony warrant 
out from the Craighead 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 

There were also two bags with 
a total of 14 syringes in them and 
two bags of methamphetamine 
found in the car. 

Both Bradberry and Wells 
were put into custody. Wells 
became sick at the Craighead 
County Detention Center and 
stated she took a Xanax. She 
was transported to St. Bernards.
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Room occupancy limits are posted on doors across campus. As normal returns, those will all be 

removed and recycled.
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