
President Joe Biden has formally 
announced that he plans to withdraw 
U.S. troops from Afghanistan before 
Sept. 11 of this year. 2021 marks the 20th 
anniversary of the attacks on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon, which 
sparked the War on Terror that led to the 
troops being deployed.

As opinion editor, I feel as though I 
should have an opinion on this. I should 
feel some sort of way about the ending of 

a war that’s gone on almost my entire life. 
But the more I think about it, the more 
I realize I truly know nothing about the 
situation.

I know what most children in America 
have been told: 9/11 was a terrorist 
bombing by the Taliban/al Qaeda, we 
went to war over it, Osama Bin Laden 
was at fault, and we’re still at war. But I 
don’t know why we’re still at war. I don’t 
know what we gain from it. I don’t know 
anything about Afghanistan -- their 
politics, their culture, where they are 
geographically -- and I don’t like that I 
don’t know. It’s very “1984” -- Afghanistan 
is ambiguous, existing in an elusive and 
distant land, and our war is unwinnable 
and perpetual.

Here’s what I’ve been able to 
understand: A speech given by former 
President Barack Obama in 2009 said 
that the goals of the war in Afghanistan 
were to dismantle al-Qaeda and remove 
the Taliban from power. Al-Qaeda leader 
Osama Bin Laden was killed in May 

2011 by U.S. forces in Pakistan. 
In February 2020, the U.S. envoy 

Khalilzad and the Taliban’s Baradar 
signed an agreement which guarantees 
that Afghanistan will not be used for 
terrorist activities, and in exchange U.S. 
troops will pull out of the country. Later 
that same year, representatives of the 
Taliban and the Afghan government met 
to discuss peace, cease-fires and the future 
government of the country once the U.S. 
troops withdrew.

When announcing the withdrawal 
of troops, Biden said that, “I know there 
are many who will loudly insist that 
diplomacy cannot succeed without a 
robust US military presence to stand as 

leverage. We gave that argument a decade. 
It’s never proved effective, not when 
we had 98,000 troops in Afghanistan, 
and not when we were down to a few 
thousand. Our diplomacy does not hinge 
on having boots in harm’s way, US boots 
on the ground. We have to change that 
thinking.”

While the withdrawal of troops from 
Afghanistan seems good, I’m left with so 
many questions. Why was this ongoing 
situation not explained in school? How 
many lives, foreign and domestic, have 
been lost to this war? Did any of this 
mean anything, even if it didn’t seem 
to affect me as an individual? I wish I 
could give concrete answers, and I hate 
to openly show how little I understand. 
But I plan to educate myself further on 
this situation, and I hope my readers do 
as well. I hope that future generations will 
be able to explain our country’s wars in a 
heartbeat, though I certainly hope there 
will not be more for them to learn about.

A-State has been marked as a Silver 
Award Bicycle Friendly University by 
The League of American Bicyclists 
since 2018, previously having a Bronze 
Award in 2014. According to the LAB, 
“Applications to the Bicycle Friendly 
University are graded on how well the 
campus makes biking an accessible and 
easy option for everyone. Campuses 
that earn the highest award levels offer 
well-connected bike networks with 
infrastructure for people of all ages and 
abilities, bike maintenance facilities and 
secure storage options, theft prevention 
programs, classes for people to hone their 
biking skills, campus events that promote 
bicycling as an option and staffing to 
support better biking.”

A Silver University, according to 
the LAB, is one that “Definitely feel(s) 
welcoming to bikes but there is still 
usually work to be done in 2 or 3 of the 
E’s to undergird the bicycling culture and 
opportunities.”

The LAB’s Bicycle Friendly America 
program, the program that decides 
the rankings, follows five categories 
of criterion: Engineering; Education; 
Encouragement; Equity, Diversity & 
Inclusion; and Evaluation and Planning. 
(Previously, Equity was Enforcement, 
but Enforcement was removed from the 
categories in June 2020 so that the LAB 
could “begin to determine how the BFC 
program can best contribute to policy and 
cultural changes that reduce the potential 

for police violence and discriminatory 
enforcement.” Several parts of their 
website do not reflect this change, 
however.)

In the web version of this article, I’ll 
be going piece-by-piece through the Five 
Es to see how A-State stacks up. Since 
I’m limited by word count in the physical 
paper, however, I’ll give a more condensed 
version. Please visit theherald.home.blog/
category/opinion to read the web version.

A-State, to my knowledge, has no 
bike community. There are people who 
ride bikes, sure, but we’re not in a club 
of any sort. There is a bicycle program 
committee listed on the A-State website, 
but it is unclear who is in charge of it. 
There are no bicycle education classes on 
campus other than a spin exercise class in 
the Red Wolf Center.

While there is no centralized bike 
center, students can rent bikes from the 
Red Wolf Center and repair them at a 
tiny repair pole next to Centennial Bank. 
The pole was clearly meant to service the 
VeoRide bikes, as it is branded with the 
VeoRide logo and used to have multiple 
VeoRide bikes next to it. However, 
with the VeoRide bikes vanishing from 
campus recently, it is unclear if that repair 
pole will one day vanish as well.

Bike storage is also a concern. While 
there is at least one bike rack at every 
building on campus, sometimes the bike 
racks fill up. Admittedly, this was a bigger 
issue when the VeoRide bikes would be 
unnecessarily parked at the bike racks. 
But bike storage in the dorm is still an 
issue. 

In Northpark Quads 3, where I live, 
the indoor bike parking is absolutely 
packed. Even without the two abandoned 
bikes in there taking up space, there are 
about four other people trying to park 
their bikes in the bike rack under the 
stairwell. It’s basically impossible to lock 
your bike to the actual rack because of the 
space, and trying to get bikes out of the 
space is an arduous task. 

The only reason I haven’t used the bike 
rack outside is because parking my bike 
inside keeps it out of the elements and 
because the bike rack is on my side of the 
building, rather than in the middle.

My last issue is one that likely cannot 
be fixed, but deserves to be said: A-State’s 
campus is very steep. Unless 
you’ve got particularly strong 
legs, some of the hills on 
campus can be hard to climb 
on a bike. While building up 
the muscles to climb those 
hills is good exercise, I feel like 
it should have some bearing 
when considering whether 
A-State is bike friendly.

So, what changes would 
I make to campus to make 
it bike friendly if I had the 
power to do so? For starters, 
I would add more bike repair 
stations to campus. Put one 
on either side of the union, 
or by the library. I would also 
see what solutions there are 
for expanding residential bike 
storage, even if it just means 
putting little awnings on top 

of the bike racks or making sure bikes are 
not abandoned over the summer to free 
up space on the racks.

I would also look at having some sort 
of a community for bike riders. Getting 
a club membership might be hard, but 
having some way for bike riders to 
connect would be cool. I would also like 
to see more transparency and visibility for 
the bicycle program committee.

All in all, much as the description of 
the Silver Award says: there is still work 
to be done. And as more students return 
to campus, it would be great for them to 
return to a campus more accommodating 
to bike riders.
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The Troops Are Coming Home
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What’s Your 
Opinion?

Ready for Normal?
With COVID-19 restrictions 

lifting and A-State resum-
ing in-person instruction, 
are you ready to return to 

normal?

Next Poll:

Students can answer the poll 
and find previous poll results 
on The Herald’s website, the-
herald.home.blog, or on The 
Herald’s Instagram page, @as-
tateherald. Website polls are 
posted on Wednesdays and 

Instagram polls are posted on 
Mondays.

This week, we asked students 
which type of frosting was 

their favorite. 

Out of 76 responses:
32 - Buttercream

21 - Whipped
22 - Cream Cheese

1 - Other
(The “Other” response said 
they preferred homemade 

frosting.)
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Lily Cabibi-Wilkin is a junior music 
composition major from Hot Springs. “We were attacked. We went to war 

with clear goals. We achieved those 
objectives,” Biden went on. “Bin 

Laden is dead and al Qaeda is de-
graded in Afghanistan and it’s time 

to end the forever war.”

- President Joe Biden


