
The A-State Student 
Government Association 
held its first meeting of the 
spring semester Tuesday 
night and appointed a 
new freshman senator. 

Freshman Olivia Ford 
earned the position by way 
of votes from those already in 
SGA and beat Catie Couch, 
Colton Phillips and Katie 
Henley for the position. 

Ford is a Jonesboro native 
majoring in exercise science 
and minoring in multimedia 
journalism. Ford is also a 
member of Alpha Gamma 
Delta, The Honors College, 
Alpha Lambda Delta National 
Honor Society, Reformed 
University Fellowship and 747.

“I’ve been an A-State fan 
since birth,” Ford said. “Both 
of my parents and my brother 
are alumni. I absolutely love 
the campus, the student body 
and school spirit shown here. 
I am running for freshman 
senator because I want to 
use my passion for A-State 
along with my proven 
leadership skills to help 
student voices be heard and 
better the A-State Campus.” 

Ford’s resume includes the 

position of sports editor at 
her high school newspaper, 
class representative at 
Nettleton High School, 
girls state representative and 
multiple volleyball captaincies. 

Ford said a goal of hers is 
to improve study areas around 
campus especially in the library. 

“As a freshman I’ve spent 
a lot of time (in the library) 
and believe students could 
really benefit from more 
possible printing and study 
areas,” Ford said. “Along 
with these improvements I 
hope to advertise tutoring 
opportunities more efficiently 
and make available sessions 
easier to find and access. 

NYIT Dean Dr. Shane 
Speights opened the 
meeting with a lengthy, 
informative presentation 

regarding COVID-19.
Speights explained how 

new strains of the virus act, 
how vaccines work, the number 
of cases, the number of deaths 
and trends across the country. 

Speights explained that 
the number of COVID-19 
cases dip during holidays 
because people tend not to 
get tested during holidays. 
Speights also cleared up 
confusion about vaccine trials. 
While some might believe 
that vulnerable people were 
not included in vaccine trials, 
Speights said this is not true 
and vulnerable people were 
included in vaccine trials. He 
noted when implementing 
a vaccine trial the company 
creating the vaccine wants 
to conduct the trials on a 
diverse group of people.  

The 25th annual Delta 
National Small Prints Exhibition 
opens with a 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
public reception at the Bradbury 
Art Museum, Thursday on 
the campus of Arkansas State 
University.  The exhibition 
continues through Feb. 17.

Master engraver and 
first artist laureate for the 
state of Arkansas, Evan 
Lindquist of Jonesboro, 
conceived of the exhibition as 
a catalyst meant to drive the 
enhancement of the Northeast 
Arkansas cultural ecosystem.  

Lindquist is an emeritus 
professor of art at A-State.

DNSPE continues to 
celebrate contemporary 
printmakers while serving to 
cultivate the sense of place 
that defines the Delta region. 
It is in honor of this purpose 
that Charlotte Dutoit of 
Justkids was selected as the 
juror for 2021, noted Garry 
Holstein, director of BAM.

Dutoit, a French American 
art producer and curator 
working in the U.S., Latin 
America and Europe, graduated 
in French literature and art 
history at Paris Sorbonne 
University. Always traveling 
and developing new projects 

with some of the world’s most 
engaging visual artists, she is 
founder and director of Justkids, 

a dynamic women-led platform 
producing comprehensive art 
projects alongside some of the 

most engaging contemporary 
artists and strategic consultants. 
Through public art, place-
making and community-
driven art, Justkids favors and 
encourages practices with a 
sophisticated street DNA.

“Every year has brought 
together a unique aggregation 
of ideas from across the globe, 
and one person has been 
selected to weave this diversity 
into a representative sample, 
drawing on experience and 
insight to establish a cohesion 
and harmony that is reflective 
of the breadth of the work 
submitted,” Holstein said.  
“Each sample has contributed 
work that is simultaneously 

aware of the rich history of print 
media and responsive to the 
evolving practices that reinvent 
the future. The selections stand 
as both an individual moment 
and part of the whole history 
of DNSPE and printmaking. 
Size requirements, media 
and content have certainly 
changed over the years, but 
the original intention behind 
the exhibition holds true.”

Dutoit reviewed and chose 
the works for inclusion in the 
exhibition and also determined 
which artists would receive 
purchase prizes, with their work 
becoming part of A-State’s 
permanent collection.  Others 
received juror’s merit awards.
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College of Agriculture receives $500,000 grant for livestock research

The College of Agriculture 
at Arkansas State University 
has received a $500,000 grant 
to expand and improve the 
laboratory space devoted 
to livestock research.

Advancing the skills of 
students and the overall 
safety of meats processing 
are the primary goals of the 
project that will renovate the 
university’s existing facility.

“The Arkansas Department 
of Agriculture looks forward to 
working with A-State on this 
impactful project,” Secretary 
of Agriculture Wes Ward said.  
“We know that A-State will help 
our producers meet consumer 

demand for locally grown meat 
products during COVID-19 
related disruptions and assist 
with research to improve skills 
for our local small producers.”

The Arkansas Meat and 
Poultry Processing Grant 
Program is made possible 
through federal funding to the 
state as a part of the CARES 
Act, and sets Arkansas State 
on a path to become a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) inspected facility.

“We are thrilled to partner 
with the Arkansas Department 
of Agriculture and other 
state-wide organizations to 
create this new facility at our 
Agricultural Teaching and 
Research Center,” Chancellor 
Dr. Kelly Damphousse said.  
“Two of the pillars of our 

Discover 2025 strategic plan 
are to enhance our research 
and teaching capabilities and 
to increase our community-
based projects.  Thanks to the 
support of Secretary Ward and 
the confidence in our proposal 
by his industry-based review 
committee, Arkansas State 
can embark on new projects in 
our College of Agriculture.”

A-State and nearby 
Williams Baptist University 
in Walnut Ridge were the 
only higher education partners 
selected to receive grants.

“Our goal is to work 
with our local and statewide 
producers to educate both 
our students and individuals 
in industry on best-practices 
related to meat processing,” 
Dean Mickey Latour said.  

“Arkansas has a vital role in 
our nation’s food production, 
and Northeast Arkansas in 
particular is seeing significant 
growth in the production of all 
types of protein for the plate.”

“We have outgrown the 
existing facilities that date back 
to the 1970s, and with changes 
to campus, those facilities 
cannot accommodate the variety 
of locally-grown meat products 
that we want to produce and 
sell to the public,” Associate 
Dean Donald “Bud” Kennedy 
said.  “This grant allows us to 
renovate, and potentially shift to 
new facilities at our Agricultural 
Teaching and Research 
Center here in Jonesboro.”

Upon completion, A-State 
will pursue full USDA inspection 
approval for its processing area.

“Serving as a USDA-
inspected facility is a game 
changer for our students, and 
will greatly enhance their 
educational experience,” 
Associate Professor of Animal 
Science and current president 
of the National Pork Board 
David Newman said.  “That 
will elevate the profile of our 
program at Arkansas State.”

“An updated facility provides 
unique training opportunities 
for students that are translatable 
to industry,” Assistant Professor 
of Animal Science Jerica Rich 
added.  “The grant will open the 
door to more opportunities for 
A-State, like the potential to 
become a USDA inspected meat 
lab.  The updated lab space will 
promote renewed excitement 
and creativity, which will set our 

students apart as they go on to 
their careers in agriculture and 
work to improve the industry.”

The facility also presents 
additional opportunities 
for future coordination 
with a proposed College of 
Veterinary Medicine at A-State.

“Proposing this expanded 
and enhanced facility works 
hand-in-hand with our 
overall strategic goals in the 
College of Agriculture to 
assist our growing in-state 
industry related to animal 
products in the agribusiness 
economy,” Latour said.

According to the state 
Department of Agriculture, 
Arkansas ranks 10th in 
the nation in the value of 
animals and animal products.

Annual Delta National Small Prints Exhibition opens Thursday
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This work of art is by Jacinta Giles and is titled “Becoming”. This 

work of art was produced in 2020 and is a color archival inkjet 
print.
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A-State SGA hosted its first meeting of the spring semester 

Tuesday and appointed a new freshman senator.


