
After functioning decades 
after its life expectancy, the 
indoor pool in the Health, 
Physical Education, and 
Sport Science building 
has been closed for good.

The HPESS pool was closed 
in January of 2020, due to the 
accumulation of mold in the air 
system. However, it became clear 
the issues the building being 
presented had far exceeded any 
potential solution to the pool.

“We put the word out 
last summer that due to the 
estimated cost of repair, the 
HPESS pool was closed 
permanently,” A-State Chief 

Communications Officer 
Dr. Bill Smith said. “The 
estimate for addressing both 
the air system and aging 
of an almost 50 year old 
structure was cost prohibitive.”

The reasons for why 
the HPESS pool was 
closing became abundantly 
clear as time passed on. 

It wasn’t the result of 
negligence from HPESS 
or Facilities Management, 
but the facility operating 
way past its usefulness.

“Keep in mind the building 
was opened in 1975, and had 
the HVAC system renovated 
in 1997,” Smith said. “The 
current building- HVAC, 
pool purification, deck, 
building windows and glazing 

system- had all exceeded 
their useful life expectancy.”

There isn’t a plan currently 
set in place to address the 

HPESS pool facility. The pool is 
in one of the three buildings for 
the HPESS Department, which 
could present some challenges 
on what could be done about it.

“At some point in the 
future, the building will likely 
be demolished,” Smith said. 
“However, as that presents 
significant costs, until a plan for 
the space is determined, the pool 
building will be left in place.” 

What is definitely off the 
table is doing a complete 
renovation of the entire facility. 
If a total restoration of the 
building were to take place, it 
would be a massive expenditure 
out of the school’s budget.

“The estimates for a 
complete renovation were 
ranging from $2.9 to $3.4 

million last summer,” Smith 
said, “and the university, in 
consultation with HPESS, 
decided it would not be the best 
use of the university’s funds to 
invest in a facility of that age 
for a limited number of usage.”

While there is an unclear plan 
on whether the building should 
be demolished or converted to 
something else, many students 
may seem a little disappointed 
now the pool is closed for good. 

There have been plans by 
the Student Government 
Association to finish the 
pool in the Red Wolf Center, 
although it is most likely 
delayed due to COVID-19. 
All there is left at this point is 
a reminder of what used to be.

After one full semester of 
dealing with COVID-19 at 
A-State, students, faculty and 
staff have returned to campus 
ready to take on the spring 
2021 semester with vaccines 
available to some and new 
quarantine protocols in place. 

In a Jan. 13 email to employees, 
A-State Chancellor Dr. Kelly 
Damphousse announced the 
scheduling of an A-State 
vaccination clinic for employees 
that took place Tuesday. 

Originally, A-State 
expected to start giving 
vaccines to employees in 
February, but Arkansas Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson changed the 
Arkansas vaccine distribution 
plan to allow for higher 
education employees to receive 
vaccines earlier than expected. 

“It was extremely important 
(the governor moved the date 
up),” Damphousse said. “We 
are very grateful to the governor 
and I’ve expressed that to the 
secretary of health who was also 
involved in the process. It was a 
bit of a scramble for us because it 
was earlier than we had planned.” 

A-State sped up its plans 
to get the vaccine clinic going 
and encountered an early speed 
bump. The university partnered 
with two different pharmacies 
to get the vaccine to campus 
and Damphousse said there 
was some difficulty getting 
the vaccine to the pharmacies 
but those problems cleared up. 

While employees held this 
opportunity to get vaccinated, 
no timeline exists on when 
A-State students could 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine. 

“We would love for our 
students to get vaccinated as soon 

as possible as well but they’re in 
a later phase for the governor 
and hopefully that will happen 
very soon,” Damphousse said.  

Damphousse said there 
is hope more vaccines will 
come on board in February 
and this increase in vaccines 
to four total will hopefully 
increase the number of people 
who can be vaccinated. 

“The age group of the 
traditional student is probably 
pretty low on the priority list for 
the governor but I know he is 
paying a lot of attention to where 
the risks are,” Damphousse said. 
“Students on campus face a 
certain level of risk that he might 
advance that timeline as well.”

Although no official timeline 

exists for students to get 
vaccinated, Damphousse said he 
hopes everyone on campus will 
be vaccinated by the end of the 
spring semester or by August 
at the start of the fall semester.

Damphousse said he thinks 
campus will start seeing a major 
impact from the vaccine when 
students start getting vaccinated, 
but employees receiving the 
vaccine is an important first step 
that will weed out cases as well. 

“I think we’ll have some 
positive impact immediately 
when our employees start getting 
vaccinated,” Damphousse said. 
“We’ll see fewer and fewer 
cases among our employees. 
I’ve been very glad to see we’ve 
had relatively few employees 

contract COVID-19. At 
any given time I think the 
highest number of employees 
in isolation was 16 since the 
beginning of COVID-19.”

Spring Break plans
Another aspect of the spring 

semester subject to be affected 
by COVID-19 is Spring Break. 
Damphousse highlighted 
three different possibilities 
regarding Spring Break. 

One option is to continue as 
scheduled. This means A-State 
would have its Spring Break 
and then return to campus. The 
second option is to have Spring 
Break then go all online after the 
break. The third option and the 
option Damphousse said he is 
least comfortable with and least 

likely to happen is cancelling 
Spring Break completely. 

“We will make that decision 
in February,” Damphousse said. 
“We’re doing everything we can 
to keep things going according 
to our current schedule.”

A-State Chief 
Communications Officer Dr. 
Bill Smith said the decision 
of having Spring Break has 
been settled in many ways. 

“It’s what the faculty 
wanted, it’s what the students 
wanted,” Smith said. “Barring 
really significant pandemic 
catastrophe, I don’t see us 
collapsing the semester and 
moving that week up. I think 
that got debated, discussed 
and there will be a Spring 
Break. The question is, what 
happens after Spring Break.”

Quarantine protocol
An important change for 

students to note this semester 
is the change to quarantine 
protocol at A-State. The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention issued new 
quarantine guidelines that 
Damphousse highlighted to 
students in a Jan. 12 email. 

The new guidelines explain 
that as long as a person does 
not have symptoms after 
being exposed to someone 
with COVID-19, that person 
now just has to quarantine 
for 10 days without a test. 

The guidelines also allow 
for the quarantine period to be 
shortened under specific testing 
criteria. To shorten quarantine 
to seven days, a COVID-19 
test must be taken five days 
after the date of exposure. If 
the test comes back negative, 
that person can get out of 
quarantine on the seventh day. 

In the email Damphousse 
said he hopes these changes will 
encourage more people to self 

report exposure to COVID-19. 
Although he said it would 
be an unknown problem to 
know if everyone who was 
supposed to report last semester 
did or did not report, it is a 
question brought up nationally.

“We wouldn’t ever know 
if people weren’t reporting,” 
Damphousse said. “Nationally 
there has been a concern, not just 
students, but everyone. People 
who worked in different areas, 
people who were students and 
so on weren’t reporting because 
they were nervous about what 
the quarantine would be like or 
the isolation would be and so on.”

Damphousse said when 
people feel like there is a 
rational way of dealing with 
quarantine, like testing out of it, 
that makes more sense to people 
than having to be in quarantine 
for 14 days no matter what. 

“We had some frustrating 
situations with students who 
were reported as being in direct 
contact,” Damphousse said. 
“They never had symptoms the 
whole time and they actually 
were quarantined longer than 
the person they were reportedly 
in direct contact with who got 
out after 10 days. I think the 
CDC is wise to have adjusted 
the quarantine time length.”

Despite some people 
receiving vaccines around 
campus, it is still important for 
students, faculty and staff to 
follow COVID-19 guidelines 
to ensure a safe semester 
and for in person classes to 
continue after Spring Break. 

“Even though people are 
getting vaccinated, there’s still 
a requirement to follow our 
policy,” Damphousse said. 
“Everyone will still be using 
masks and distancing and so on.”
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New quarantine protocols in place that could shorten quarantine time
A-State employees receive vaccine as new semester kicks off
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(Left) Dr. Bill Smith and Chancellor Dr. Kelly Damphousse both have sent messages to employees and 

students regarding COVID-19, vaccines and new quarantine protocols during the spring semester.
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The HPESS pool closed Jan.  31, 2020 and although originally 

expected to be cleaned, the pool is now closed for good.


