
WEDNESDAY,  NOV. 18, 2020PAGE 2B

COVID wreaks havoc on A-State Athletics
Sports

The Herald will be moving online for the remainder of the Fall 
semester. Follow us on Twitter @TheHeraldSports and keep up 

with our website theherald.home.blog.

Volleyball forced to withdraw from SBC tourney
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In what might be the 
biggest blow to A-State 
sports of the fall semester, 
A-State Athletics announced 
Tuesday afternoon that 
the Red Wolves were 
withdrawing from the Sun 
Belt volleyball tournament 
due to COVID-19.

Reports of positive cases 
rising across campus as 
well as within the teams 
themselves makes this news 
unfortunately unsurprising, 
as players hinted at the 

decision earlier that morning 
on social media.

Head coach Santiago 
Restrepo is disappointed 
to the surprise of none, as 
A-State will have to sit out 
a tournament which featured 
a new format that he said he 
loved earlier in the season.

“We’re obviously very 
disappointed that we aren’t 
going to be able to compete in 
the conference tournament, 
but the safety and health of 
our student athletes is our top 
priority,” Restrepo said. “I’m 
heartbroken for our seniors 
who did not get to finish 
their season at the conference 

tournament, but I’m thankful 
for their contributions to our 
program.”

The Red Wolves volleyball 
team finished its 2020 season 
8-8 after not having a single 
non-conference game due to 
Central Arkansas cancelling 
its game with A-State in 
September.

Onto other news 
surrounding COVID-19 and 
its impact on Arkansas State, 
football has found itself with 
good news after scheduling 
Incarnate Word to close the 
season out on Dec. 12. 

The game with the 
Cardinals from the 

Southland Conference 
confirms a 12-game schedule 
after the Red Wolves’ were 
forced to cancel its match 
against Tulsa on Sept. 26. The 
rescheduled match against 
ULM originally set for Dec. 
12 has now been moved to 
Dec. 5. 

A-State is not the only 
football program within 
the Sun Belt Conference to 
struggle with the virus, as 
Troy has had three games 
rescheduled as its contest 
against South Alabama has 
been moved up to Dec. 5 
from Dec. 12 as well, and the 
nationally ranked Coastal 

Carolina Chanticleers are 
now facing the Trojans on 
Dec. 12 instead of Dec. 14. 

Though fall sports suffered 
drastically due to the virus, 
the Spring raises cause 
for optimism, with both 
basketball schedules full 
with non-conference games, 
though local, providing 
familiarity to players and 
coaches.

A-State soccer is also 
reportedly looking to put 
together a short stint of games 
in the Spring after failing to 
clinch an automatic bid for 
the NCAA tournament by 
finishing second in the Sun 

Belt conference tournament.
Women’s golf already 

has four tournaments on 
its schedule for the next 
semester, not including 
the Sun Belt Conference 
championship tournament in 
April.

With club sports like 
rugby and softball getting 
back in the mix too, normalcy 
might be returning in the 
sports world, which will be a 
welcome gift for everyone.

Editor’s note: Please 
continue to wear a mask and 
socially distance so A-State 
athletes can continue to play 
during this pandemic.



When the Arkansas State 
men’s basketball team looks 
in the mirror, it sees a lot of 
similarities between itself and 
the women’s team. Both won 
eight conference games in 
2019, both are picked fourth 
in the Sun Belt west division 
and both have shifted away 
from the idea of having one 
superstar in favor of having an 
entire team that can contribute.

The key difference between 
the two teams is that head coach 
Mike Balado is entering year 
four of his tenure at A-State 
while Matt Daniels of the 
women’s team is entering just his 
second. Balado has led his team 
to marginal improvements year 
by year, winning six conference 
games in his first year, seven 
in his second year and eight 
in his third. The question 
is whether the trend will 
continue to nine wins in 2020-
21, or if a true breakthrough 
is around the corner.

Starting off with non-
conference play, the Red Wolves 
will have nine contests before 
Sun Belt play kicks off in 
January. The men’s basketball 
team will have a bit more variety 
in its schedule than its peers on 

the women’s team, with higher 
profile schools such as Ole Miss, 
Memphis and Stephen F. Austin 
on the schedule. However, 
there are still plenty of in-state 
softballs for the Red Wolves with 
Champion Christian, Central 
Baptist, Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
and Crowley’s Ridge College 
from Paragould on the lineup. 
Central Arkansas is also slated 
to take on the Red Wolves at the 
Justin Reed Ole Miss Classic.

The conference season will 
exactly mirror that of women’s 
basketball, as A-State will host 
each team from the Sun Belt 
west division once for a pair of 
games at First National Bank 
Arena before traveling to play 
each team away twice. The only 
exception still being Little Rock 
with one home game and one 
away game in the same week.

After the graduation of 
superstar Ty Cockfield, Balado 
and the Red Wolves needed 
to find talent to supplement 
that loss last year, and found 
it in a couple of players who 
were given preseason honors 
from the Sun Belt Conference. 

Senior guard Marquis Eaton 
was selected to the Sun Belt 
Preseason Second-Team after 
leading the team in scoring last 
year with 13.3 points per game 
and being on the court more 
than any other player with 1,040 

minutes to his name. Eaton 
ranked second on the team in 
three-point shooting by making 
38.2 percent of his 123 attempts. 
The Jonesboro High School 
graduate was also reliable at 
the free throw line, with a make 
percentage of 79.4. His steals 
are what put him over the edge 
as the stand-out player from last 
year, forcing 16 more turnovers 
in the manner than his nearest 

teammate in the category.
Eaton is joined in his honors 

by sophomore guard Caleb 
Fields, who was selected to 
the Sun Belt Preseason Third-
Team. Fields impressed in his 
freshman year, becoming the 
third freshman in program 
history to notch over 100 assists 
in a season last year with a 
total of 110. The Lewisburg, 
Tennessee native finished 

second in scoring right behind 
Easton in 2019-2020 with 11.1 
points per game, and was careful 
with possession by turning over 
the ball less than twice a game.

Close games haunted the 
Red Wolves in conference play 
last year, as the team suffered 
seven losses within six points. 
However, with a fresh influx 
of talent featuring players like 
redshirt junior transfer Tim 

Holland Jr. who was a top-
100 junior college player and 
with the returning cast of 
players like Eaton and redshirt 
senior Christian Willis, now 
is the time to strike and break 
through the Sun Belt’s ceiling 
for Balado’s Red Wolves.

A-State will have its home 
opener on Dec. 4 against 
Crowley’s Ridge College at the 
First National Bank Arena.
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Daniel has many stars in his second season at the helm 

BRADLEY BREWER

SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s basketball looks to break through in 2020-21 

Women’s basketball poised to improve

After a year with breakout 
stars and a team working 
together with a new head coach, 
the Arkansas State women’s 
basketball team is just over a week 
away from starting its season 
with COVID-19 still in play.

Head coach Matt Daniel 
enters his second season at 
the helm of the program after 
ending his first year with a 
11-19 overall record. Daniel 
did lead his team closer to 
the .500 mark in conference 
play, finishing 8-10 after a 
non-conference slate filled 
with nationally ranked teams 
such as DePaul and Baylor.

For its effort in the 2019-
2020 season, the Red Wolves 
are picked to finish fourth 
out of the six teams in the 
Sun Belt west division, and 
received the seventh most 
votes in the entire conference.

A-State is slated to play 
seven non-conference matchups 
before the beginning of the 
conference season, with four of 
the seven games being against 
smaller universities within 
Arkansas. The Red Wolves will 

play Williams Baptist from 
Walnut Ridge, Champion 
Christian from Hot Springs 
and Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
twice. Other non-conference 
games will be regional as well 
including SIU-Edwardsville, 
Evansville and Grambling State.

Conference play will once 
again consist of 18 games that 
will be played in double-header 
formats similar to how the Sun 
Belt’s volleyball season went. 
The Red Wolves will only play 
teams from the west division 
and will host a pair of games for 
each team and go on the road 
to play a pair of games with 
each team. The only exception 
is Little Rock as A-State will 
host the Trojans on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10 before going to the state 
capital that following Saturday 
for the in-state rivals’ second 
and final regular season game.

Junior guard Jireh 
Washington earned pre-
season honors from the Sun 
Belt by being placed on the 
All-SBC Preseason Third 
Team. Washington was highly 
productive for the Red Wolves 
last year, leading the team in 
scoring with 13 points per game 
and assists with 111. The junior 

from Memphis was also a key 
player on defense for A-State 
as she ranked second on the 
team in steals with 42 grabs 
and placed third in rebounding 
with 4.3 rebounds a game. 
Washington really took off down 
the final stretch of the season, 
scoring double-digit points in 
10 of her last 11 games in 2020.

Another potential star to 
look out for is senior forward 
Peyton Martin, who finished 
just behind Washington in 
scoring last year with 12.5 
points per game, and actually 
played 115 less minutes than 
the award winning guard in 
2019-2020. Martin experienced 
a surge in her game toward the 

end of her sophomore season, 
before starting hot last year but 
did end up fizzling out when 
conference play began. Still 
though, Martin scored 11.7 
points per game against Sun Belt 
opponents and if she can stay 
healthy and in a positive space 
with the coaching staff, Martin 
could definitely rise for her best 

year yet with the Red Wolves.
If there was ever a season 

for A-State to break through 
for its first season over .500 
since the 2015-16 campaign, 
it would be this year. A softer 
non-conference schedule paired 
with a bundle of returning stars 
bodes well for the Red Wolves.

COURTESY OF ARKANSAS STATE ATHLETICS
Senior Peyton Martin drives to the rim against Georgia State in last year’s home matchup. Martin scored 12.5 points per game.

COURTESY OF TRAVIS CLAYTON | ARKANSAS STATE ATHLETICS
Senior guard Marquis Eaton goes for a three-point attempt against Little Rock last season. Eaton led the team in scoring.
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