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ARIES
(March 22 - April 19)

LIBRA
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)

Expect good 
things in the 

financial aspect 
of your life. You 
will find your-

self comfortable 
and responsible.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

What are you 
anticipating? 

Stop sitting on 
the edge of your 

seat and relax 
for once.

LEO
( July 23 - Aug. 22)

You’ve gotten 
past the worst 

part! You’re 
in the home 
stretch, keep 
pushing for-

ward.

CANCER
(May 21 - July 22)

Don’t back 
down from 

fights to avoid 
conflict. Don’t 
let others walk 

all over you.

GEMINI
(May 21 - June 20)

You are in a 
position to 

take control of 
your life. Make 
decisions with 
confidence and 
take chances.

TAURUS
(April 20 - May 20)

You should be 
feeling content 
right now, and 
well-taken care 
of. If you aren’t, 
find the root of 

the problem.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)
Don’t put your-
self into unnec-
essary conflicts. 

You’ve got 
more important 
things to worry 

about, it will 
only burn you 

out.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
Treat people 
with more 

compassion and 
sympathy. If you 
are gentle to the 
world, the world 

will be gentle 
with you.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You are putting 
100% into your 
endeavors and it 
will pay off. You 

are manifest-
ing a successful 

future.

AQUARIUS
( Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Find a good 
balance between 
work and your 
personal life. 

This will bring 
you more fulfill-
ment from your 

day.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - March 21)

You may be 
feeling closer to 

family lately, be it 
your blood family 

or your chosen 
family. You have 
a good support 

system.

You can’t 
change the rules 
until you learn 
them. Now is 

not the time to 
try and shake 

things up.

NOT EVERY PART OF 2020 WAS 
COMPLETELY AWFUL

2020 was a real peach of a 
year for everyone. As we ap-
proach the end of the year, 
after what feels like ages, 
here’s a list of good things 
that happened this year, as a 
reminder that not everything 
about this year was terrible. 
For a full list of sources, please 
find this article on the Life 
page of theherald.home.blog. 

January
Ten months after the No-

tre Dame cathedral’s roof was 
destroyed in a fire, it was an-
nounced that the bee colo-
nies that live in the cathedral 
were unharmed. For the first 
time since 1906, a rare species 
of giant tortoise, the Chelo-
noidis phantasticus, was spot-
ted in the Galápagos Islands. 
The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation gave Scripps Re-
search $50 million to fight 
tuberculosis and malaria.

February
Matt James be-

came the first Black 
man to take the lead 
role in “The Bachelor.”

Korean movie “Para-
site” became the first in-
ternational feature film 
to win best picture at the 
Academy Awards, also 
winning best internation-
al feature film, best origi-
nal screenplay and best di-
rector. Two cheetah cubs 
were born through in vitro 
fertilization and embryo 
transfer, a major accom-
plishment for a “vulnerable” 
population. Beavers were rein-
troduced to Britain after being 
absent for more than a century.

March
Luxembourg made all 

public transport free. Animal 
shelters across the country re-
ceived a spike in adoptions. 
Harvey Weinstein was sen-
tenced to 23 years in prison 
for criminal sexual acts. Ani-
mal Crossing: New Horizons 
was released for the Nintendo 
Switch. The European Union 
planned a “right to repair” 
plan, which will force manu-
facturers of phones, tablets and 
laptops to make their prod-
ucts easier to repair and reuse.

April
Tech startup Carbios iden-

tified a bacterial enzyme that 
digests PET plastic, allowing 
the plastic to be infinitely re-
usable. Eminem celebrated 12 
years of sobriety. The Getty 
Museum held #Challenge-

Getty, which asked people 
staying at home to recreate 
famous artworks using mate-
rials in their houses as props.

May
A brown bear was captured 

on film in a national park in 
Spain, the first bear to vis-
it the national park in 150 
years. Crayola released a box 
of crayons called “Colors of 
the World,” which includes 
24 new crayons in a vari-
ety of over 40 different skin 
tones, from “very light rose” 
to “deep almond.” Costa Rica 
legalized same sex marriage.

June
NASA named their head-

quarters in Washington, D.C., 
after Mary W. Jackson, the 
first Black woman to work 
as an engineer in the agency. 
The Gran Teatre del Liceu op-
era house in Barcelona held a 
concert for a hall full of plants. 
Historical musical “Hamil-
ton” was released on Disney+. 

July
Black-owned businesses 

saw sales rise, following a so-
cial media campaign. A glove 
that translates sign language 
into English in real time has 
been developed by scientists 
at UCLA. A global warming 
campaign in India saw 250 mil-
lion trees planted. Shoe compa-
ny Zappos announced it would 
begin selling single shoes and 
mixed size pairs of shoes for 
people with prosthetics. Alyssa 
Nakken became the first wom-
an to coach on the field during 
a major league baseball game. 
Researchers in Australia creat-
ed a blood test that can deter-
mine coronavirus infection in 
about 20 minutes. Astrophys-
icists across the world created 
the largest three-dimension-
al map of the universe, called 
the Sloan Digital Sky Survey.

August
Africa eradicated wild po-

liovirus, marking it the fifth of 

six regions in the World Health 
Organization to be free of the 
disease. Social enterprise Than-
kyou permanently stopped 
production of bottled water, 
citing environmental harm as 
the reason. Archaeologists in 
Israel discovered 425 early Is-
lamic gold coins, most dating 
from around 1,100 years ago. 
Parachutist Raphael Domjan 
completed the first jump from 
a solar-powered aircraft, jump-
ing from nearly 5,000 feet over 
western Switzerland. A bronze 
statue honoring women’s rights 
activists Sojourner Truth, Eliz-
abeth Cady Standon and Su-
san B. Anthony was unveiled in 
Central Park, the first statue of 
women to be placed in the park.

September
Forest Grove, Oregon, em-

ployed a team of 230 goats to 
graze on undergrowth on un-
developed property in a move 
to reduce the risk of wildfires. 
Author James Patterson donat-
ed more than $11 million to 

teachers struggling with 
the pandemic. The Ban 
Boon Rueang communi-
ty in northern Thailand 
stopped their wetland 
forest from being turned 
into an industrial zone by 
providing evidence that 
the wetland protects the 
community from floods.

October
Tasmanian devils 

were reintroduced into 
the wild in mainland 
Australia for the first 
time in 3,000 years. Sci-
entists Roger Penrose, 

Reinhard Genzel and Andrea 
Ghez won the Nobel Prize 
in Physics for their discover-
ies on black holes. Singapore 
launched a nature park that 
covers 990 acres, part of an 
effort to plant 1 million trees 
across the city-state by 2030. 
A 500 meter tall coral reef was 
discovered in Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef, the first to be dis-
covered in more than 120 years.

November
Coloradans voted to rein-

troduce gray wolves to the state, 
supporting the recovery of the 
endangered species. Brazillian 
pianist João Carlos Martins 
regained the ability to play pi-
ano through the invention of 
some “bionic gloves” designed 
by Ubiratan Bizarro Costa. 
Chris Nikic became the first 
athlete with Downs Syndrome 
to complete an Iron Man race, 
consisting of swimming 2.4 
miles, cycling 112 miles and 
running a 26.2-mile marathon.
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The UceLi quartet performed Giacomo Puc-
cini’s “Crisantemi” for 2,292 plants. The per-
formance was available to people on a lives-
tream.

LEFT: A Twitter user named 
Monica Wilde recreated Leo-
narda da Vinci’s “Woman 
with an Ermine” for #Chal-
lengeGetty.
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RIGHT: João Carlos Martins, 
an 80-year-old concert pi-
anist, lost dexterity in his 
hands and played for the 
first time in 20 years with 
the help of bionic gloves.

Fall break is happening next 
week, and with that comes 
Thanksgiving: a holiday of 
travelling and gathering with 
family who you may rarely get 
to see. This Thanksgiving, con-
sider changing your plans to 
be a bit more socially distant.

Sometimes, Thanksgiving 
is the only time you get to see 
some family members. Maybe 
it’s one of the only times you 
get to see your aunt who lives 
in North Carolina because she 
comes to Arkansas, or you get 
to travel home to Indiana to 
see your parents. It is important 
to remember that you could be 

asymptomatic or a family mem-
ber could be, and next thing 
you know you’ve accidentally 
spread the virus to an immuno-
compromised family member 
or friend. It is also important 
to keep in mind that no one’s 
circle is as small as they think, 
and even if your friends and co-
workers are healthy, you could 
have been exposed to the virus 
by someone at a grocery store 
who refused to wear a mask.

If you absolutely must go be 
around family for Thanksgiving, 
consider getting tested before 
you leave. The NYITCOM at 
Arkansas State Medical Clin-
ic does COVID-19 testing by 
appointment. It wouldn’t hurt 

to make an appointment and 
get tested, just to have an extra 
assurance you are not bringing 
the virus around your family.

After the Thanksgiving hol-
iday, consider getting tested 
and self-isolating to be sure 
you haven’t caught the virus 
from your uncle who just insists 
wearing a mask is infringing 
upon his rights as an Ameri-
can and the COVID-19 test 
is the government trying to 
implant a chip into his brain, 
or just in general from being 
around a large group of people.

Just because you take all the 
necessary steps to keep yourself 
and your loved ones safe does 
not mean everyone else does.

ALEX CLARK
LIFE EDITOR

Stay safe over break

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF TWITTER (@GOVTIMWALZ)

The above graphic shows perspective on how big your circle is, whether you realize it or 
not. You not only come in contact with your friends, family, coworkers or other students, 

but you also come in contact with the people they may have been exposed to.


