
In a global pandemic, not everyone 
cares enough about others to take 
preventative measures that would help 
stop the spread of the virus.

Gov. Asa Hutchinson issued a 
statewide mask mandate on July 16. In 
addition to this, many businesses already 
required employees and patrons to wear 
masks. People still refuse, however, to 
follow the rules.

The World Health Organization, 

the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Dr. Anthony Fauci 
became enemies of anti-maskers and 
COVID-deniers during the months 
we have spent in this pandemic. These 
parties recommend wearing a mask, not 
going out and generally staying socially 
distant, while anti-maskers insist these 
things infringe upon their rights as an 
American.

Aside from anti-maskers in general, 
another prominent issue is businesses 
blatantly ignoring or not actively 
enforcing the mask mandate. Some of 
this can be chalked up to fear: in May, 
the security guard of a Michigan Family 
Dollar was shot for telling someone they 
needed to wear a mask to enter the store. 
Employees get screamed at and harassed 
on the regular by anti-maskers, which 
makes enforcing mask policies terrifying.

This fear is not always the case. You 
can go into many businesses and see 
customers walking around without masks 
on, disregarding the safety of others. 
Some stores are open about not requiring 
masks, such as The Refinery located on 
Red Wolf Boulevard. In other places, 
employees will set the example by not 
wearing masks properly. The masks will 
be under their nose, or even completely 
pulled down under their chin.

I asked my friends on Facebook to 

tell me places they had been that weren’t 
enforcing masks, and the places shared 
with me were Dollar General, QDOBA 
Mexican Eats, Walmart, Cosmoprof, 
Chili’s Grill & Bar and IHOP. Cregeen’s 
Irish Pub located downtown stayed open 
despite two employees testing positive 
for COVID-19.

It’s hard to rely on individual 
responsibility during a pandemic, but 
when people refuse to follow simple 
protocols such as wearing a mask, it 

seems we will never be able to go back 
to some sense of normality. Another 
problem posed from this is people doing 
things such as going to large gatherings 
on holidays, and then not getting tested 
afterward or following mask and social 
distancing guidelines.

According to the Arkansas 
Department of Health COVID-19 
Case Update, Craighead County has the 
most cases of COVID-19 in Northeast 
Arkansas.

Our first full semester with 
COVID-19 is coming to an end.

Spring semester’s abrupt ending and 
“COVID Chaos” left many uncertain as 
to how our academic future would look. 
Many classes were up-ended or canceled. 
Over the summer, teachers and students 
alike had time to recoup and plan ahead, 
and we’ve seen the results of this planning 
this semester.

I’m happy to say that all of my music 
classes have been able to meet in some 
capacity. In orchestra, proper mask 
wearing and social distancing, combined 
with a break to allow the band room to 
air out, allowed us to rehearse normally. 
In choir, creative recording and audio 
editing allowed us to create music as a 
group. Smaller classes were split into 

groups, and private lessons were hardly 
affected, taking place over Zoom or in a 
bigger room.

My online classes, though a bit hard to 
keep up with, were manageable. I would 
have preferred a lighter workload, but I’m 
glad that I’ve been able to stay on top of 
things.

Composition has been difficult, since 
I’m spending so much time working 
on other classes or just trying to relax. 
Hopefully, things will lighten up enough 
after Thanksgiving Break and I’ll be 
able to focus on my composition project 
properly.

Mental health was certainly an issue. 
A lot of my time this semester (perhaps 
too much) was spent trying to take 
breaks and relax so I had the energy to 
finish my work. I started playing games 
with internet friends and my brothers 
over the weekends. I’m a pretty confident 
Among Us player by now. But the 
isolation of online classes, the stress of 
everything happening in the world and 
my own personal issues that I would have 
struggled with anyway, have taken their 
toll, and I’m looking forward to going 
home and spending time with my family 
and my six cats.

Overall, did this semester go quite 
how I expected it to go? More or less, 
yes. I expected us to have to shut down 

because of COVID-19 a lot sooner, and 
I’m proud that we’ve been able to stay 
safe so long. Hopefully, we can improve 
on procedures next semester and stay 
open the whole 
time.

I have a lot 
of hopes for 
next semester. 
H o p e f u l l y , 
there will be 
a COVID-19 
vaccine or cure 
tested and safe 
by the end of 
it. Hopefully, 
we will be able 
to get through 
the semester 
without any 
major outbreaks. 
H o p e f u l l y , 
things will be 
better for me in 
a workload-and-
mental-heal th 
sense. Whether 
these hopes 
are realized, 
however, is still 
up in the air. For 
now, we’ll have to 
do what we did 

this semester, and Spring semester as well 
-- go with the flow, follow procedures, 
and stay calm.
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What’s Your 
Opinion?

Next semester’s first poll will be 
posted on the website and Insta-

gram on January 11.

Students can answer the poll and find 
previous poll results on The Herald’s 
website, theherald.home.blog, or on 

The Herald’s Instagram page, @astate-
herald. Website polls are posted on 

Wednesdays and Instagram polls are 
posted on Mondays.

Last week, we asked students how 
they would be taking classes next 

semester.

Out of 36 responses, here are the 
results:

Returning to campus 
(in-person class) -- 24
Returning to campus 

(online class) -- 10
Staying off-campus -- 2
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A photo of the door to The Refinery, taken Nov.5. 


