
A-State Chancellor Dr. Kelly 
Damphousse announced the 
transition to virtual instruction 
after Thanksgiving Break in 
a Nov. 6 email to students 
but Damphousse still plans 
for an in person graduation 
ceremony and commends the 
work of students, faculty and 
staff during the fall semester. 

Graduation
Currently, graduation is 

still scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Dec. 19 in Centennial Bank 
Stadium. However, as usual 
with COVID-19, there 
will be many protocols in 
place for commencement. 

Damphousse said the 
ceremony will follow the 
same protocols as graduation 
did in August but students 
will be allowed eight guests 
each instead of four. These 
groups of guests will be spread 
evenly across the stadium as 
each group of guests will sit 6 
feet apart from other groups. 

“Ideally because we’re outside, 
and if everyone wears masks 
and distances, we believe that’s 
the way to protect people from 
spreading the virus around,” 
Damphousse said. “We’ll have 
guests in the stands to watch the 
event which is part of the reason 
we’re doing this. I know a lot of 
family members want to see their 
student walk across the stage.” 

Students will be on the field 

while the guests will be in the 
stands and the podium will be 
right underneath the scoreboard. 
After a student walks across 
the stage, that student will 
then exit the stadium along 
with the student’s guests. 

“That way we don’t have a lot 
of people leaving at one time 
and a lot of students leaving at 
one time,” Damphousse said. 
“It stops a lot of clustering 
around. We think the way it 
ran in August was really safe. 

We’re just replicating that. We 
learned a few things about the 
order in which you do things.” 

The moving of the tassel 
from one side of the graduation 
cap to the other side is a 
tradition usually done toward 
the end of graduation. However, 
with students leaving right 
after they walk across the stage, 
the tradition will be moved to 
the start of commencement. 

There are some factors that 
could see graduation moved to 
the Student Activity Center 
or to be postponed overall. If 
the ceremony is moved into 
the SAC, guests will not be 
allowed to attend in person as 
there is no seating in the facility. 

Inclement weather is the 
main factor that could move 

the ceremony to the SAC.
“It would mostly be if it was 

raining, sleeting or snowing,” 
Damphousse said. “I don’t think 
cold weather, unless it was very 
cold, would affect it. We would 
just encourage people to wear 
warm clothing and wear their 
cap and gown to stay warm. If it 
got to be below 40 degrees, it’d be 
pretty tough to have it outside.”

The main two factors that 
could cause commencement 
to be postponed until 2021 
would be a worsening in 
the coronavirus situation 
or a weather event so bad it 
prevented people from traveling 
to Jonesboro or campus safely. 

CONTINUED:
GRADUATION, 4A

Money makes the world go 
‘round. COVID-19 brought 
that world to a screeching halt.

People and institutions 
across the world felt the initial 
impact of the pandemic. The 
world is still feeling COVID’s 
ever-worsening after-
effects today. Arkansas State 
University is no exception.

Of course, the university 
felt the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the 
early months of 2020, but 
the financial burden will be 
felt for years to come as well. 

From crafting new budgets 
from unknown projections to 
refunds and student retention, 
it seems A-State has merely 
hit the tip of the iceberg.

THE DAY THE WORLD 
STOPPED

“I remember the uncertainty,” 
Taylor Brewer, a senior English 
major at A-State, said. “It 
just felt like time was still.”

March 13 is a day still stuck 
in the back of the minds of 
countless individuals across 
the United States and the 

world. In an instant, a relatively 
unknown virus challenged 
everyone’s way of life.

Brewer, an 
immunocompromised student 
living on campus at the time, 
faced a scary reality. She had 
already canceled a trip to 

Washington based on fear of the 
disease spreading through the 
Pacific Northwest after the U.S. 
government declared a national 
emergency. More than just 
vacation plans were in jeopardy.

How would the rest 
of her semester look?

For Arkansas State 
University’s Chancellor Dr. 
Kelly Damphousse, the news’s 

onset wasn’t a shock. Instead, 
it was the culmination of what 
he called a “slow ramp-up” to 
a campus-wide emergency.

“I wrote my first email 
about COVID in mid-
January. Through the whole 
month of February, we were 

watching COVID very closely,” 
Damphousse said. “March 
13 is a signifying day for a lot 
of people, but for us, it was a 
slow ramp-up because we had 
been planning in advance.”

Damphousse said he and 
other administrators decided 
in early February they would 
both hope for the best 
and prepare for the worst. 

He said they were planning 
things they hoped would never 
happen but would rather have 
a plan they never use than 
need one at the last second 
in the face of an emergency.

Damphousse added the 
administrators decided early 
on they wanted to be as 
transparent as possible as the 
situation developed. They 
did so by issuing a series of 
emails regarding the pandemic 
and its impact on campus.

“We resisted making a 
lot of changes too quickly. 
We wanted to be rational, 
not emotional about the 
changes,” Damphousse said.

He went on to say the 
university values the in-person 
teaching experience. He said 
students and faculty prefer it, 
and the university wanted to 
protect it as long as possible. 

However, it came to a 
point where they couldn’t 
figure out a safe way to 
manage in-person instruction 
because they didn’t have the 
materials to make it happen.

CONTINUED:
MONEY, 4A

Take a look at the 
impact COVID-19 
made around 
campus. 
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Graduation still set for December, Spring Break still scheduled 

 Photo by: Hannah Risker | Photo Editor
Chancellor Dr. Kelly Damphousse has plans for graduation Dec. 19.


