
In a world still under lockdown, it 
may seem like Halloween is the only 
brief respite of fun we can have before 
things get too cold. But while it may 
be tempting to run out and party, here’s 
some things to remember.

Wear a mask
Even if the costume you’re planning 

to wear already includes a traditional 
costume mask, find a way to incorporate 
a protective face mask into your outfit. 
Find a mask that’s the same general 

color as your costume, or, if you can, 
find a mask that can become part of 
your costume. Painting over a mask is 
only a good idea if you’re using fabric 
dye or markers. Make sure that your end 
product is still breathable! 

Stay distanced
A fun idea that I’ve seen is a candy 

slide, where houses open for trick-or-
treaters have a PVC pipe slide on their 
porch. Homeowners slide candy through 
the pipe down to trick-or-treaters so 
that they can socially distance. Even if 
your living space doesn’t have a porch, 
experiment with fun ways to hand out 
candy, such as catapults, hanging baskets, 
or animatronic candy bowls. Though 
you should try to make sure you don’t 
hurt anyone with your alternative candy 
delivery methods, get creative and have 
fun!

If you’re looking to trick-or-treat 
yourself, consider going to a smaller 
event that allows for distancing, such 
as a trunk-or-treat event. Find a 
neighborhood or organization doing 
drive-through trick-or-treating and join 
in. For example, Miracle Kids Success 
Academy is hosting a free Halloween 
event from 6-8 p.m on Friday. The event 

is called “Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat” and 
will be at Miles Park at 1605 N. Bridge 
St.

Avoid large gatherings
As tempting as it may be to attend 

Halloween parties, avoid large gatherings 
if you can. While community Halloween 
parties are normally safer than trick-or-
treating, when it comes to COVID-19 
it’s better to have a smaller gathering, 
or even just a virtual one. Programs 
like Discord, Tabletop Simulator and 
the Netflix Google Chrome extension 
Teleparty allow friends to spend time 
with each other over the internet. If 
you’re meeting in person, find an activity 
that allows for social distancing, such 
as a walk through the woods, pumpkin 
carving or a movie night.

Try something new
Instead of going out for Halloween, 

try a new experience! Try playing a board 
game (like Betrayal at House on the Hill) 
or a video game (like Plasmophobia) that 
can be played with friends. If you have 
a VR headset, try a VR experience like 
Five Nights at Freddy’s: Help Wanted, or 
find a haunted house world on VRchat. If 
you’d like a lighter or cheaper experience, 

you can try Among Us with your friends 
-- as of time of writing two of the 
three maps have been redecorated for 
the Halloween season. Watch a spooky 
Halloween movie you’ve never seen 
before. If you’d rather stay off technology 
altogether, try turning your living space 
into a haunted house and take turns 
scaring your housemates, or turn the 
lights off and tell some spooky stories. 

With COVID-19 cases in Northeast 
Arkansas hitting a critical high, it’s 
important to remember to be safe. With 
any luck, following safe procedures will 
make sure that the only things that scare 
you this Halloween will be ghosts and 
monsters -- not COVID-19.

Last week, U.S. Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez put out a tweet asking, 
“Anyone want to play Among Us with 
me on Twitch to get out the vote? (I’ve 
never played but it looks like a lot of 
fun).” 

She followed it with a tweet asking 
what streamers her followers would 
want to watch play a game with her, 
and eventually compiled her crew: 
representative Ilhan Omar (and 
eventually Omar’s daughter), and 
popular Twitch streamers Pokimane, 
HasanAbi, Disguised Toast, DrLupo, 
Myth, mxmtoon, Jacksepticeye and 
Cr1TiKaL. Later in the stream, some 
of the streamers were switched out, with 
Hbomberguy, Corpse Husband, Gus 
Johnson and Valkyrae.

Among Us is a 2018 Mafia-esque 
game that has spiked to popularity in 
2020 under the attention of popular 
Twitch streamers. The mobile version is 
free with ads, while the Windows version 
is $5, and that, combined with the simple 
gameplay, make it fairly accessible. 
Accessible enough for a Congresswoman 
to play with experienced gamers.

Ocasio-Cortez’s stream gathered an 
audience of 439,000 viewers, with the 
record for viewers of a Twitch stream 
being about 628,000. Her Twitch 

channel has 704,000 followers, compared 
to Joe Biden’s 2,800 or Donald Trump’s 
146,000. As of writing, Ocasio-Cortez 
has one stream video (her Among Us 
stream), Biden has 13 (mostly speeches 
by other people), and Trump has 110 
(streams of his rallies, going back to two 
months ago).

Getting an enormous amount of 
Twitch followers in one stream is 
incredibly impressive, especially for a 
cause like getting people to vote. Getting 
popular streamers to play a popular 
game to raise awareness for voting is 
certainly a more in-touch strategy than 
many politicians have been able to pull 
off before (like when Hillary Clinton 
encouraged voters to “Pokemon Go to 
the polls” back in 2016). But I’m still 
on the fence over whether I support the 
move 100%.

It’s not that I don’t think people 
working in politics aren’t allowed to play 
games outside of work, and it’s not that I 
don’t like Ocasio-Cortez. I think she has 
a very strong online presence, and she’s 
much more relatable to my generation 
(early Gen Z) than other politicians like 
Biden or Trump. 

When she played Among Us with 
Twitch streamers, it felt more like 
watching one of my aunts play, rather 
than some decrepit political skeleton, 
and that’s part of the problem for me.

I’ve long been suspicious of companies 
and brands attempting to appeal to 
younger generations to sell their products, 
and I’ve written more than a few 
articles about it. And Ocasio-Cortez’s 
Twitch stream feels like what these 
brands want -- a genuine connection 
with impressionable consumers and 
influencers. Without any “silence, brand,” 
without hardly any pushback aside from 
a few trolls, Ocasio-Cortez delivered a 
message to thousands of willing viewers.

Sure, the message was “go vote,” but 
what if it wasn’t? What if McDonald’s 
had a CEO similar enough to Ocasio-
Cortez, that could stream on Twitch with 
Cr1TiKaL and promote McChickens? 
What if Baby Nut (who turned 21 in 

August and now goes by Peanut Jr.) 
started streaming on Twitch with the 
Kool-Aid Man and actually managed to 
do so in a way that felt human?

I know I risk sounding like a 
conspiracy theorist, but I’m genuinely 
concerned about a future where we 
might vote for politicians because they 
played a game we like on Twitch, rather 
than because we agree with their policies. 
Though playing a game to remind people 
to vote is a better and more popular 
method than the traditional benefit 
concerts and baby-kissing, it’s important 
for voters to remember that politicians 
are not your friends, even if they’re your 
Crewmates.
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What’s Your 
Opinion?

Thanks For The Residence
Do you want to return to campus 

after Thanksgiving break?

Next Week’s Poll:

Students can answer the poll and find 
previous poll results on The Herald’s 
website, theherald.home.blog, or on 

The Herald’s Instagram page, @astate-
herald. Website polls are posted on 

Wednesdays and Instagram polls are 
posted on Mondays.

Last week, we asked students if they 
were going out or staying home for 

Halloween.
Out of 60 responses, here are the 

results:
Going Out -- 17

Staying Home -- 43
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Drive-Thru Trunk or Treat
Friday, 6-8 p.m.

Miles Park, 1605 N. Bridge 
St.

For more info: 
Miracle Kids Success Acade-

my on Facebook


