
“In a slight bit yes (it 
diminished the occasion not 
being at the football game),” 
Atkins said. “But at the same 
time the entire campus was still 
there supporting the court. It 
was still the same energy, just 
a little downplayed because not 
everyone’s parents were there. 
The entire alumni association 
and those people weren’t 
around to celebrate that with 
us. I do know October 10th 
is going to be that same type 
of energy, so I don’t think it 
was downplayed too much.” 

For Floyd, some of her 
friends did not know the 
announcement moved to “Red 
Wolves Got Talent” so they 
did not get to see her crowned. 

Atkins and Floyd can be seen 
in all sorts of areas around campus.  

Atkins is the president of 
the Student Activities Board, 
a chancellor’s ambassador and 
a member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc. Atkins came 
to A-State three years ago 
from a small town and did not 
know many people on campus. 

He had to play the 
connections game and get 
out of his comfort zone to 

get to know more people. 
Along the way he learned 
what skillsets he possessed, 
what career path he should 
take and those connections 
shaped the way he thinks. 

Atkins said SAB turned 
him from a timid freshman 
into a loud, outgoing person. 
He learned he had the skills 

to plan events and even plan 
events during a pandemic. 

“I never saw myself getting 
crowned homecoming king at 
all,” Atkins said. “I never saw 
myself being, I guess, quote-
unquote popular on campus. Yes 
I was involved, yes I do SAB 
and stuff but sometimes that 
can go unnoticed. Some people 

might not know who you are or 
what you do for the campus.”

Floyd boasts an impressive 
resume of campus involvement. 
The senior is Chi Omega’s 
director of programming, 
SGA’s secretary, an A-State 
Rep, in the pre-professional 
club, part of Volunteer A-State 
and she’s been part of other 

events and organizations 
since coming to A-State.

“I feel like since I am fairly 
involved with stuff (getting 
homecoming queen) is just 
continuing with all my different 
platforms,” Floyd said “I 
represent all these different 
things and now I guess in a way 
I represent the university even 

more so. Just continuing to be 
the best representation of this 
university and all those titles 
and organizations (is part of 
becoming homecoming queen).”

Atkins said getting 
homecoming king did not 
really make him feel like he had 
any new added responsibility 
on campus, but there was 
significance in his win. 

“I think just me representing 
as a minority speaks for itself,” 
Atkins said. “Considering the 
current state of the world and 
everything that’s going on 
with social injustice, having a 
minority male as homecoming 
king is huge for people of 
color. To see that at even a 
predominantly white institution, 
you can climb the ranks and 
you can be somebody that 
achieves big things on campus.”

Atkins said winning king 
made him feel like this is his 
senior year, but Atkins still has 
another year to go at A-State.

“I know next year’s going to be 
a little different because I won’t 
be as heavily involved,” Atkins 
said. “This has taken the cake for 
best college experience so far.”

The Herald regrets the 
errors published in the Sept. 9 
story “International students 
from different backgrounds 
deal with coronavirus.” Yixing 
Wang is a native of Zhe Jiang 
Province, a transfer student who 
started at A-State last spring, 
and who is looking forward to 

graduating from A-State with 
a degree in computer science. 
Wang, who expects to return 
home for a visit next summer, 
is “not a big fan” of the Chinese 
government’s censorship of 
media, but is proud of the way 
the government handled the 
pandemic, including instituting 

the shutdown. He does not 
correlate media censorship 
with the shutdown. Wang said 
his mother seems happy in 
her life, as she looks happy in 
video calls, and is enjoying her 
life at home but that does not 
mean she is safe simply because 
she works for the government.
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Students are invited to attend the first Career Services Diversity Meet Up at Arkansas State 
University! This event is designed for employers to develop a pipeline to diverse students and 

alumni. You do not want to miss this unique networking opportunity!  Register and complete your 
Handshake profile, upload your resume and make it visible for employers. Be sure to sign up for 

1:1 and group information sessions!
 

A-State student suspended following 
child porn charges

According to The Jonesboro 
Sun, an A-State student 
faces prison time after it was 
revealed he uploaded thousands 
of files containing child 
pornography to the internet. 

Jondon Jason, 19, was a 
student at A-State in the spring 

but was found in May, according 
to The Sun, to have uploaded the 
files to the internet. An internet 
protocol address used to upload 
the files was found assigned to 
the Collegiate Park Apartments 
on campus by the information 
technology department at 
A-State, according to The Sun. 

Jason was a sophomore 
at A-State and is not 
living on campus this fall.

“The student involved 
has been placed on interim 
suspension until an 
administrative conduct hearing 
can be held,” A-State Chief 
Communications Officer Dr. 
Bill Smith said. “This is typical 
of individuals who are charged 
with felonies. As of the day of 
his probable cause hearing, he 
was suspended from A-State.”

Photo by: Hannah Risker | Photo Editor
Homecoming queen Alexa Floyd hears she has won queen in front of the Student Union at “Yell Like Hell: Red Wolves Got Talent.”

ADVISING,
CONTINUED

Jackson said the advisors 
in her office have adjusted 
very well, given the 
unconventional circumstances.

For the aforementioned 
students who already know 
their advisors, things could 
still be a little strange this 
semester. Each department 
has its own set of guidelines, 
and situations can differ 
from one advisor to the next.

For example, some students 
in the Fine Arts won’t have the 
option of in-person meetings. 
Fine Arts Academic Advisor 
John Abernathy said he’ll miss 
seeing his students this semester.

“I’m still doing all of my 
advising online via email or 
Zoom. Honestly, it’s a pretty 
convenient arrangement. 

Meetings are easy to schedule 
and information is easy to 
share. With everything done 
online, there’s a built-in record 
of advisement for students to 
reference later,” Abernathy said.

Abernathy added, though, 
that appointments are taking 
a little longer on average. 
With some advising efforts 
taking place via email, there 
is potential for a disconnect 
between student and advisor. 

He said nothing is worse 
than putting together a full 
schedule for a student and 
receiving a follow-up email 
that undoes all the work 
that’s been put in already.

“One thing students can 
do to help out their advisors, 
especially if you’re being advised 

via email, is to give us all the 
info we need in the first email 
you send,” Abernathy said.

Advising will be different 
this semester. At the very least, 
in-person meetings may be 
in new locations with specific 
social distancing protocols 
in place. Some students may 
be forced to conduct all 
advising online. Some may 
have the option to do either. 

The only way to know for 
any specific situation, though, 
is to reach out to that advisor.

Registration opens Oct. 12 
for priority students, Oct. 14 for 
juniors and seniors, and Oct. 16 
for freshmen and sophomores. 

Spring schedules are now 
available to view online.
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