
It’s that time of year once 
again. Make sure to get advised 
ahead of registration season.

Students must be advised 
prior to registering for classes. 

However, registration may 
seem a bit strange this semester. 

Depending on a student’s 
major and classification, their 
advising experience may differ. 
For students who know their 
advisors, the best way to get 
accurate information is to 
contact them. For undeclared 
students, though, that option 
isn’t necessarily available.

For those students, the 
Wilson Advising Center is 

the best resource. Despite the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the advising center is still 
open and accepting walk-ins 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. For 
those who prefer not to meet in 
person, virtual advising will be 
available as well via Zoom. For 
virtual meetings, drop-ins are 
available via the waitlist option 

on the advising center’s website.
Melissa Jackson, director of 

the Wilson Advising Center, 
said their services are important 
to student success, and they 
take pride in their offerings.

“These new tools have 
provided an opportunity for us 
to review the efficiency of our 
services and have helped us 
move into what I like to think of 

as ‘Advising 2020’.  In the past 
the face-to-face meetings were 
more successful than sending 
emails that could become 
numerous when students 
have questions,” Jackson 
said. “However, the video-
conference has served well for 
both students and advisors 
as we have worked quickly 
to adjust to these changing 

times. Video-conferencing 
allows us to confirm the 
student’s identity and have 
that face-to face discussion 
that helps us connect better.”

CONTINUED
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The Arkansas State 
student body crowned its 
homecoming king and queen 
a little bit differently this year.

In past years and in 
adherence to tradition, the king 
and queen were crowned at the 
homecoming football game 
in Centennial Bank Stadium. 

However, with this year’s 
homecoming game against Tulsa 
postponed, king and queen were 
announced at “Yell Like Hell: 
Red Wolves Got Talent” on 
Sept 25 in front of the Student 
Union. Junior criminology 
and psychology double major 
Keyon Atkins won king while 
senior pre-med biology major 
Alexa Floyd won queen.

“(It felt) overwhelming,” 
Atkins, a Mineral Springs, 
Arkansas native said. “Just 
because of the fact that I’m from 
a small town and knowing that 
the entire campus recognized me 
as somebody that they wanted 
as homecoming king was just 
overwhelming to say the least.”

Being from Batesville, 
Floyd said she was grateful 
that someone from a smaller 
town was given so many 
opportunities on campus. 

Although Floyd knows 
people from Batesville around 
campus, coming to A-State 
without her core group of 
friends from high school 

allowed her to have a new 
beginning and meet new people.

“It was just like a shock,” 
Floyd said. “It didn’t feel real. 

To be on court in the first place 
didn’t feel real and it still kind of 
feels like a dream. I can’t even put 
it into words, it was so different. 

It was wild that just little me 
from Batesville, Arkansas 
came to Arkansas State and 
just all these opportunities 

were presented to me.”
Floyd tells people A-State 

is the perfect size. At a bigger 
university you might meet 

people and never see them 
again, while at a smaller 
university you are going to 
know everyone. For Floyd, 
A-State is the happy medium.

“It’s like the perfect size,” 
Floyd said. “You’re never going 
to know everyone so you get to 
constantly meet new people but 
also everytime you meet people 
you get to see them again and 
build those relationships. 
That’s a lot of I guess how 
I ended up where I’m at.”

Floyd has built plenty of 
new relationships since coming 
to A-State, including some 
life long relationships she said.

On the other side, Atkins 
faced stiff competition for 
king. Atkins said in his mind 
on stage he thought Student 
Government Association 
President Rashad Kirksey and 
Vice President Blake Moore 
had the best chances of winning.

“When they called my 
name I was like, ‘Is this a 
joke?’ Disbelief was my first 
response on stage,” Atkins said. 

Although the initial 
announcement was not in front 
of a packed Centennial Bank 
Stadium, Atkins and Floyd 
will still get the chance for the 
moment. Homecoming court 
and king and queen will be 
announced once again but this 
time at A-State’s home game 
against Central Arkansas Oct. 10.

CONTINUED:
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COVID-19 has ravaged the 
college football landscape so far 
in 2020, and the Arkansas State 
Red Wolves are no exception.

The Red Wolves have 
“postponed” back-to-back 
contests amid COVID concerns 
but are now on track to return 
to play against Coastal Carolina 
Saturday. According to head 
coach Blake Anderson, several 
players have either tested 
positive or been quarantined so 
far this season. On top of that, 
Anderson himself tested positive 

just days after the A-State 
victory over Kansas State.

“I know that’s going to take 
a lot of people by surprise,” 
Anderson said. “I didn’t 
announce it. At the time there 
were a lot of other things going 
on and we knew we weren’t 
going to be playing, so I knew 
I wasn’t going to miss a game.” 

Anderson would not have 
been available to coach against 
UCA had the game happened, 
but said that fact had no effect 
on the decision to postpone the 
contest. Had the Red Wolves 
been able to field a full squad, 
they still would have done so 
without Anderson at the helm. 

If Anderson is unable to 
coach, defensive coordinator 
David Duggan would 
assume head coaching duties.

Anderson said he wasn’t 
feeling well in the days following 
the game in Manhattan, Kansas 
and was tested Sept. 16. 

He tested positive. 
Anderson said he had a fever 
for 10 days as he fought the 
virus, but has since recovered.

Both postponements were 
due to a lack of availability 
within specific position 
groups. In other words, they 
had enough players healthy to 
play a game, but not enough 
to fill every position safely. 

Anderson added 
that each postponement 
was due to breakouts in 
separate position groups. 

Those affected prior to the 
UCA contest were not the 
same affected prior to what 
would have been a homecoming 

game against Tulsa.
“You’re optimistic on the 

front end, then reality sets in 
that these guys are not getting 
better as quickly as they would 
like,” Anderson said. “I think 
some of them would have tried 
to play, but it just wouldn’t have 
been safe. We had more guys 
symptomatic (last week) than 
we have at any point during this 
whole ordeal and it was obvious 
they were not going to have 
time to get back to the field.”

The Red Wolves are 1-1 on 
the season and will open Sun 
Belt play at Coastal Carolina 
Saturday. Kickoff is slated 
for 11 a.m. CDT on ESPN2.
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Take a look at 
“Yell Like Hell: 
Red Wolves Got 
Talent.”
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Blake Anderson announces coronavirus positive and recovery
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 A-State homecoming queen Alexa Floyd stands with homecoming king Keyon Atkins at “Yell Like Hell: Red Wolves Got Talent.”
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