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Multicultural Center Creates A 
Pan-African Experience

A Few Famous Nonbinary People

INFOGRAPHIC VIA GOOGLE | SOURCE: THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The results from the New Hampshire caucus show Bernie Sanders in the lead of the Democractic presidential 
candidates. The next caucus will be in South Carolina on Feb. 29.
(Omitted: candidates blow 5% votes)

The Singular “They”

The use of the pronoun “they” to refer to a sin-
gle person of unidentified or nonbinary gender is 
controversial. In fact, the controversy comes with 
the use of “they” in reference to those who iden-
tify as nonbinary. People who don’t understand 
nonbinary identities and refuse to learn throw a 
fit over proper grammar, even though the singu-
lar “they” is so common in the English language 
that those same people use it subconsciously.

“They” as a pronoun referring to one person 
is nothing new, though. It dates back to at least 

the 1300s, and has been used by famous authors 
such as Emily Dickinson, Shakespeare and Jane 
Austen. It is used to easily identify someone of 
unknown or nonbinary gender, and it simplifies 
sentences referring to multiple individuals of dif-
ferent genders.

Thankfully, “they” is being normalized as a sin-
gular pronoun by sources such as Merriam-Web-
ster. Incorporating the use of “they” as a singular 
pronoun into your vocabulary, especially in refer-
ence to someone whom you’ve never interacted 
with before, shows respect to transgender and 
nonbinary idividuals.
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Museums don’t hold the weight they once did. 
Learning isn’t falling out of favor, mind you, it’s 
just being displaced. Nowadays, museums have 
to compete with things that are much more im-
mediately gratifying (such as controversial news 
articles and angry comments on controversial 
news articles).
   This problem has existed for a long time. Mu-
seums aren’t going to end up historical artifacts 
themselves -- they’ve weathered much worse. 
Still, it’s nice to see something novel every now 
and then, even if it has been done before. 
   On Feb. 20, the Multicultural Center at 
A-State did just that. While the size and scope 
of the event didn’t seem very museum-ey, the 
wealth of knowledge certainly did (this was due 
in part to the subject matter: Pan-Africanism, 
something that the general public has almost no 
knowledge of ).

   Making this event a “living museum” with ac-
tors playing assigned roles of great figures in the 
movement had obvious benefits (avoiding the 
creepiness and cost of wax figures and anima-
tronics and encouraging viewer involvement and 
active learning), but there were more subtle ways 
in which the event excelled. 
   It is much easier to learn when one’s teacher is 
having fun -- and everyone in the museum was 
having tons of it. Seeing actors interact with each 
other in character was fantastic, and added a hu-
man element not often felt when strolling around 
a museum. Also, as small as it was, the inclusion 
of books on most of the tables as gentle reading 
recommendations was a wonderful touch. 
   The event was very fun for everyone involved 
(actors and viewers alike), and it was a shame 
it could only run for one day. Still, those who 
weren’t able to attend shouldn’t be angry that it 
came and went, but excited for what the Multi-
cultural Center will do next. 
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Arkansas Tech Hosts “Beast Feast”

Jonathan Van Ness | 
“Queer Eye”
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Gianna “Gigi” McKinney, a sophomore Biological Sciences major from North Little Rock, represented Shirley 
Chisholm in the Living Black History Museum. Chisholm was the first black woman elected to Congress, 
and represented New York’s 12th congressional district from 1969 to 1983. Next to McKinney, “The New Jim 
Crowe” by Michelle Alexander is visible.
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Sam Smith | English 
Singer/Songwriter

Amandla Stenberg | “The 
Hate U Give”

   The Arkansas Tech University Fisheries and Wildlife Society will host their eighth annual Beast 
Feast fundraiser. The event will be held Feb. 28 at the Yell County Wildlife Federation Building in 
Dardanelle from 6-8 p.m., with the doors opening at 6 p.m. and the actual meal beginning at 6:30 
p.m.
   In addition to a wide variety of game animals to eat, there will be a silent auction and a bake sale. 
“There’s a lot of work and I think a lot going into this event,” Grace Phillips, a freshman fisheries and 
wildlife sciences major from Salem at ATU, said.
   Tickets to the event are $10 if purchased in advance, but $12 if purchased at the door.
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Know What You’re Voting For
TUCKER PHILLIPS

NEWS EDITOR

A lot of people are voting for the first time this year. While it’s great that so many people are trying 
to be politically engaged, it can be difficult to know where to begin researching. So, let’s break it down. 
Here are the state elections that will occur in a presidential election year. 

Of course, there are the presidential and vice presidential races. This month, we have the primary 
for parties. If you’re a Republican, this doesn’t mean much for you; if you’re a Democrat or would like 
to vote Democrat, this means you pick which Democratic candidate you like best. Since there’s no 
Republican primary, some people choose to vote in the Democratic presidential primary so that they 
can vote for their favorite candidate.

Then, there are the seven Constitutional Offices. Every state has these offices to vote on. First, 
there’s a governor, the chief executive of a state government and other executive officers ordinarily 
report to them. Next, the Lieutenant Governor, who acts as governor if the governor is gone. Then 
there’s the Attorney General, who enforces state and federal laws, Secretary of State, who is often the 
primary custodian or important state records. After those, there’s the State Treasurer, who manages 
the state’s money, and the State Auditor, who ensures state funds are being used properly.

In the 2020 election, however, the Arkansas state executive offices are not up for vote. The vote will 
be for the Democratic presidential candidate, and Arkansas’ Third Congressional District.

The primary election will take place Tuesday. To find out where you need to vote, contact the city 
clerk’s office.
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During the South Carolina Democratic Debate Tuesday night, the other candidates were quick to criticize 
Bernie Sanders.  “I think I would make a better president than Bernie. And the reason for that is that getting 
a progressive agenda enacted is going to be really hard,” Elizabeth Warren said. “I dug in, I did the work, and 
then Bernie’s team trashed me.”


