
The annual Greenfield 
lecture was held Monday, 
Oct. 14. Zodwa Dlamini was 
this year’s guest speaker. She 
spoke on the topic of her 
home, South Africa, and the 
importance of activism.

Dlamini spent the first 
moments of her lecture  
speaking about the segregation 
and discrimination that 
she has lived through. The 
audience was told how people 
of color were made to live 
in their area by law. When 
traveling, Indian people could 
not pass through another 
town without permission. She 
spoke about curfews that only 
colored people were made to 
follow and how she was never 
allowed to stay in town for 
long.

One experience that she 
shared was how as a small 
child, she remembers walking 
past the public swimming 
pool in her town. The public 
swimming pool was only 
open to white people and 
their children. She remembers 
listening to the white children 
giggling and laughing as they 
did one of the many things she 
could not do. People of color 
who wanted to swim had to go 
to nearby rivers where some 
children died, not knowing 
how to swim. Dlamini spoke 
of sneaking out to swim in 
such rivers, living with her 
grandparents at the time. 
Though her grandparents did 
not know how to read or write, 
they are the ones that gave her 
foundation for education. To 
many black children at this 
time, education was the only 
key to success, Dlamini tells 
us. She doesn’t know where 
she would be if it wasn’t for 
education.

Dlamini moved to Iowa for 
college where she received her 
Ph.D. in social foundations, 
studying the education of 
homeless children in South 
Africa. Iowa, Dlamini says, 
is where she was treated as a 
human being, and given skills 
to believe in herself. Though 

she enjoyed her time here in 
America, she could not stay. 
She left for South Africa 
in 1994 where she voted in 
the country’s first non-racial 
democratic election. This was 
a steppingstone in her quest to 
change things in South Africa. 
Dlamini became the head of 
the Northern Cape Province 
Education Department, where 
she fought to equalize the 
playing fields for children’s 
educations. Part of this was 
converging four education 
systems for the black, the 
Indian, the colored and the 
white students into one.

She truly wants to 
make South Africa better, 
and it is without a doubt 
shown through her actions. 
According to Dlamini, the 
legislation of South Africa is 
where a lot of work is needed. 
She wants to see unity in not 
only the education system, but 
the health system as well. She 
is also quoted as saying, “South 
Africa is everybody.” 

Nelson Mandela was a huge 
influence on Dlamini and 
what she does. She says that he 
propels her and others to build 
a better country. With the help 
of others, Dlamini has been 
able to distribute containers 
of books to children of South 

Africa because, “Education 
should always be the best we 
can give to our kids.”  During 
her time working in education, 
Dlamini has learned that when 
you are given power to change 
things, to use that power. She 
has never looked back since 
learning this.

Zodwa Dlamini points out 
many parallels between the 
history of South Africa and 
United States Governments. 
She ends her lecture with a 
chilling outro. When Dlamini 
first came to America she was 
embraced and believed in. She 
comes back years later to an 
America that does not do these 
things. She had to ask herself, 
“Is this the real America that 
I came to?” America has taken 
steps backward she says, but we 
have the power to change that. 
Next she tells the audience, 
“Remember that you are in the 
greatest country in the world. 
The world is looking at you as 
their leader, it is within you to 
do what is right. It is within 
you to change things around. 
For this we are grateful. We 
know that institutions such as 
Arkansas State University are 
institutions that will propel 
the young minds to do better. 
You have it within you to 
change the world.”

Upcoming Events
Oct 18
 ACBC Transcription Blitz  LSE 203  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
 International Fall Festival  Pavilion   6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Oct 19
 Women’s Living Expo  First National Bank Arena 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Campus Clean Up  Union Room 2034 10:30 a.m.- 12 p.m.
 HOWL Fall Festival  2908 S Caraway Rd 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Oct 20
 Women’s Living Expo  First National Bank Arena 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 Color Run 5K Benefiting St. Jude Student Union  5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Oct 21
 Exquisite Corpse/Letter to Strangers HSS Atrium  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.   
 Magician Peter Boie  Centennial Hall  8 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Oct 23
 All Majors Career Fair  Centennial Hall   9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
 ROTC Blood Drive  Military Science   9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Dunk a Red Wolf  Heritage-Plaza Lawn  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
 Story Circle   Cache River Room  3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
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Oct. 10 | 5:15 a.m.
University Police made 

a traffic stop Thursday on a 
moped at the intersection of 
Marion Berry and Red Wolf 
Trail. The driver, Nathan 
Cooper, 21, was riding with 
no eye protection, which was 
the reason for the stop, but he 
was also found to have a cite 
and release warrant for the 
Jonesboro Police Department. 

Jonesboro Police came to assist 
in the citation, where it was 
also determined that Cooper 
also did not possess liability 
insurance for the vehicle, 
warranting another citation.

The passenger on the 
scooter, Daniel Hines, 48, was 
seen getting on and off the 
moped several times, meeting 
up with Cooper several times 
along the road. He was found 

to be under active parole 
supervision for previous drug 
charges, and shown to have 
previous theft arrests for the 
Arkansas State campus. This, 
along with his suspicious 
behavior that evening, 
resulted in Hines being issued 
a persona non grata for the 
ASU Jonesboro campus.

CAMPUS CRIME

Arkansas State University will be hosting the Arkansas Summit on African American Males at 
8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 1. The ArSAAM Conference will take place in Centennial Hall located in the 
Carl R. Reng Student Union. This year’s conference theme is the “Power of Knowledge.”

The misson is stated on the Arkansas Diversity Summit website as “To ensure individuals 
and communities from ALL backgrounds have access to support, resources, and opportunities 
to live the best possible lives.”  The organization attempts to create conversations aimed toward 
expanding opportunities for members of diverse populations. 

“ADS was birthed out of the convening of partners for an annual conversation that focused 
on the success of boys and men from marginalized communities.  It was soon realized that often 
various individuals and groups are passionate about having conversations pertaining to issues of 
equity and the advancement of groups from diverse backgrounds; however, due to the time, other 
resources, and the efficiency required for such events, it typically necessitates more effort from 
those passionate groups and individuals in concert with their day-to-day job responsibilities.  Thus, 
ADS was developed to assist groups and individuals with organizing conversations focused on 
equity and diversity, alleviating much of the daily administrative and logistical responsibilities.”

This is the fourth annual conference and the first time that the Summit has been held at 
A-State in Jonesboro. Summit events include Student Power of Knowledge Labs, a round table 
discussion of Boys and Men Opportunity Success Team (BMOST) Post Secondary Success for 
Men of Color Project, a luncheon, an award presentation, and a closing panel. Panelists will include 
Rodney Block, Epiphany “Big Piph” Morrow, and Fredrick Webb. 

  Registration is due by Oct. 21 through www.ardiversity.org/arsaam.   
Photo courtesy of A-State

Pictured is the guest speaker, Zodwa Dlamini.  
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Open Bird Banding Lab

Students gathered for bird banding 
Sunday at the Arkansas State University Bird 
Observatory. 

Associate Professor of Avian Ecology Than 
Boves, with help from graduate students in the 
Biology department at A-State, held a field lab 
open to local students. Boves Lab meets most 
weekend mornings to study birds and their 
habitats. 

“We measure fat content to see if the birds 
are prepared for migration,” Alix Matthews, 
a doctorate student of molecular biosciences 
from Little Rock, explained how bird 
banding works. “The birds are banded to track 
migration patterns -- it’s important to know 
who is coming through the area and in what 
condition.”

Fewer birds than usual appeared due to the 
delayed meeting time. While birds are more 
active in the early morning, Boves said he 
decided to move the banding session to 10 a.m. 
because it is safer to observe the birds when the 
temperature isn’t too cold.

“More people come out, but less birds,” he 

said.
This time, the team used mist-netting to 

capture fall migrants. The nets are several feet 
long and are very thin, so birds who go from 
tree to tree fly into the pocketed net. Nets 
are checked every 15 minutes; each bird is in 
captivity for, at most, about an hour.

There are a lot of research applications of 
bird banding according to Kevin Krajcir, a 
master student of biological sciences from Hot 
Springs. Avian researchers can assess survival 
of different bird species from year to year, 
and if a bird that was banded in Arkansas is 
caught again in another state or country, there 
are records of that bird for scientists in other 
regions to use as well. 

Matthews said the local birds are an 
important part of the ecosystem, because they 
contribute to the biodiversity in the area.

“A lot of the species we capture are 
insectivores,” she said, “so they eat a lot of the 
bugs around, like mosquitoes.” 
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