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PHOTO, 4B
Boves Lab and A-State 
students met on Sunday 
for bird banding.
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Author and Historian 
Alan McPherson to Speak at 
A-State

Author and Historian Alan 
McPherson will discuss his 
investigative research and 
book during a presentation 
in Arkansas State University’s 
2019-20 Lecture-Concert 
Series Oct. 16.

He will speak at 5 p.m. in 
room 1028 of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences Building.  
Admission is free.
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Jonesboro’s First Pridefest

This Saturday, Jonesboro 
saw the Women for Trump 
march, a modest gathering 
of women (and men) who 
rallied in support of our 
president.

It was horrific.
Not in the way that one 

might be accustomed to 
reading in a newspaper; a 
group of people speaking 
clearly into my phone for 
interviews and giving me 
a tacky (yet, admittedly, 
lovingly crafted) Tom Cotton 
t-shirt is a fantastic outcome.

This was a much more 
insidious horror: it was 
boring. It was a modest 
yet respectable crowd, 
yelling boisterous yet 
inoffensive slogans, and 
spouting Trumpian yet 
tired ideas. There was only 
one gentleman who openly 
talked about “QAnon”, and 
he understandably did not 
consent to an interview 
because he distrusted me.

None of the people in 
this march acted as many 
democrats might assume 
they would.

While there was certainly 
ample hatred for liberals -- 
when I asked the marchers 
who their least-hated 

democratic candidate was, I only 
received one response that was a 
name: Brinda Gore saying “Tulsi 
Gabbard. She seems the most 
sane.” -- no one was (outwardly) 
wishing for violence.

In fact, it was difficult to 
discern this event from the 
events of conservatism’s past.

Calling democrats far-left 
radicals, claiming abortion 
is murder, panicking about 
taxation, and so on. None of 
this is new. Still, Trump seems 
different and radical to the 
marchers.

When asked why Trump is so 
intimidating to the democrats, 
Nancy Best, the organizer of the 
march, said, “because he’s doing 
what’s right. He’s keeping the 
promises no one else would keep 
… Trump is an outsider, he’s not 
a politician, he’s a businessman, 
and neither side likes it.”

Indeed, this is one instance 
where the democrats agree with 
the Trump supporters: Trump is 
dangerous and different.

After the Trump march, I 
visited the Unity Youth Pride 
event to get a different point of 
view. 

Renay Williams of the 
Craighead County Democrats 
said, “Trump has tapped into 
the undealt-with racism and 

xenophobia that we as a country 
never dealt with after slavery 
ended.” 

Maci Walker, treasurer and 
secretary of the A-State Young 
Democrats said, “I think Trump 
just threatens a lot of ideas the 
democrats believe in -– based 
on humanity and equal rights -– 
and we’re just worried about the 
equality of American citizens.”

While I believe these answers 
are true, they aren’t complete. 
Famed hand-wringer Mitt 
Romney would also fit these 
criteria. So would George W. 
Bush -– perhaps even more so. 
Trump has yet to involve us in 
anything as awful as the Iraq 
War. When compared to Bush’s 
proposed anti-gay marriage 
constitutional amendment, 
Trump’s record on LGBT issues 
is relatively unremarkable.

When I asked the marchers 
about “Never-Trump” 
republicans, I was mostly met 
with confusion. 

Gore said, “I don’t know any.” 
Representative Dan Sullivan 
said, “there’s a lot of them 
changing their minds.” 

They are, once again, correct 
– but in the opposite way.

Think to the Never-Trump 
republicans and their articles 
such as Chris Deaton’s “There 

is a Difference Between 
Resisting Trump and Resisting 
his Agenda.” Or perhaps the 
anonymous New York Times 
op-ed “I Am Part of the 
Resistance Inside the Trump 
Administration.” No, Trump is 
not particularly unique in his 
politics; his sole exceptionality 
is owning the libs and creating 
outrage.

This is because Trump is the 
perfect celebrity of our highly 
dysfunctional time. Not the 
perfect politician –- that grim 
crown goes to Mitch McConnel 
and his denial of closure –- but 
the perfect media construct. The 
democrats claim that climate 
change is the most pressing issue 
of our time. Why, then, will the 
only thing I see on CNN for the 
next 13 months be this tedious 

impeachment process?
What once was alien and 

scary is now familiar and 
terrifying.

While Trump once horrified 
the establishment, he has now 
found a comfortable place 
within it. Perhaps this gradual 
smoothing-over of politics is 
beneficial for the nation’s status 
quo.

Let’s be honest, though: if you 
look at the status quo favorably, 
you most likely aren’t reading 
this article. Regardless, this 
expanding outrage and limited 
horizon isn’t limited to politics. 
This will happen to everything 
you love as it inevitably reaches 
for an ever-wider audience. 

Enjoy the danger while it 
exists – entropy can grind even 
mountains to dust.

Want to be published?
Submit your newstips or full 
stories to The Herald!
heraldnews1921@gmail.com

A-State’s campus was visited by 
religious figures Brother Jed and Sister 
Cindy, who stood by the arch on 
campus and preached their views for 
seven hours. 

Unlike many of the other preachers 
who have stood on the stones by the 
arch, yelling religious ultimatums 
and waving signs, the couple drew a 
large crowd of students who bonded 
over asking questions and throwing 
rebuttals at the religious pair last 
Thursday . 

The crowd first manifested when 
Sister Cindy confessed she had come 
to campus “to do some good old-
fashioned slut-shaming.” The crowd 
continued to swell as Sister Cindy 
carried on with her speech about how 
women should focus on their degrees 
rather than sexual exploits. During 
this portion of the day, several students 
approached and tried to reason with 
Sister Cindy, using their own bible 
quotes and religious experiences, 
however these efforts were in vain.

“Fighting fire with fire doesn’t 
work,” said Breeanna Carter, a junior 
social work major from Pocahontas. 
“God loves everybody, God does 
not care who you are, he loves you. 
Judgment is not called upon. Our God 
judges, not this lady. Christians don’t 
condemn people to hell.” 

Carter had stood up next to Sister 
Cindy and called her out for her hate-

based preaching.
“What we’re seeing is a Facebook 

post but in real life,” Said Dean 
MacDonald, a junior political science 
and music education major from 
Paragould. “Unfortunately, I know 
what I’m saying is not convincing her 
of anything. It’s not me to judge, I’m 
not God. I don’t choose who goes to 
Heaven, I don’t choose who goes to 
Hell. I hope a majority of us go to 
Heaven, but the fact of the matter 
is that this...Televangelism, that’s 
what’s driving people away from God, 
it’s driving a lot of our generation 
from believing because it’s just not a 
good representation for what good 
Christians should aspire to be.” 

MacDonald had attempted to 
quote Romans 14 at Sister Cindy, 
which reads: “Accept the one whose 
faith is weak, without quarreling over 
disputable matters. One person’s faith 
allows them to eat anything, but 
another, whose faith is weak, eats only 
vegetables. The one who eats everything 
must not treat with contempt the one 
who does not, and the one who does 
not eat everything must not judge the 
one who does, for God has accepted 
them. Who are you to judge someone 
else’s servant? To their own master, 
servants stand or fall. And they will 
stand, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand.”

“Good old fashioned slut-shaming”

Same time, same place: Women for Trump March and the NEA Pridefest

ALITZA CABIBI-WILKIN

OPINION EDITOR
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Above: Over 3,000 community 

members turned out for 

Jonesboro’s first official Pridefest. 

Yesenia Hernandez, a local 

advocate for the LGBTQ+ 

community, collaborated with 

Northeast Arkansas Pride to hold 

the event Oct. 12. While the city 

has held pride events in the past, 

including the celebration the 

week of the marriage equality act 

in 2015 at Craighead Forest Park, 

this is the largest pride event to 

take place in Jonesboro.

Left: During the pride march, people held rainbow signs, flags, umbrellas and posters, and the crowd 

chanted and sang while walking down Main Street. The march began at Jonesboro Highschool and 

ended downtown, where booths were set up with a variety of products and services, including food, 

information and charities, and local artists and creators. 
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The Women for Trump March on Oak Street this weekend. After the march, 

participants gathered for a rally.

Wesley Brown to Visit 
Campus for Joel Gambill 
Distinguished Speaker 
Series

Wesley Reko Brown, senior 
political and business reporter 
for Talk Business & Politics, 
will return to Arkansas State 
University Oct. 16-17, for the 
Joel Gambill Distinguished 
Speaker Series.

Brown attended A-State 
from 1981-85 and was one 
of Gambill’s star journalism 
students.

Now, he leads business 
and political coverage for one 
of the state’s top online news 
organizations, Talk Business 
& Politics, which has bureaus 
in Little Rock, Fort Smith, 
Jonesboro and Northwest 
Arkansas. In that role, he 
reports on all top stories at the 
State Capitol, where he is noted 
for his coverage of legislative 
and policy matters that impact 
the state’s economy. As one 
of the state’s senior Capitol 
reporters, he is one of only 
three reporters in the state that 
has floor access in the Senate 
when the General Assembly 
meets in regular or special 
session.

Brown is also a frequent 
political and business news 
analyst on vairous news 
mediums. His articles on 
corporate news, the energy 
industry and stock market 
have appeared in the Wall 
Street Journal, Reuters and 
Dow Jones international 
newswires, the Associated 
Press and dozens of top U.S. 
newspapers.

Continued on 4A

An editorial by John Norris


